Notes on Quiz 1
1. Remember that you get to drop a quiz, and that anyway each quiz counts only a fifth of your grade.

2. Average of this quiz was 69. Above 80 or so is in the A range – there were two exams over 90, seven between 80 and 90; above 70 or so is in the B+ range; above 60 or so is in the B range; above 50 or so is in the C range. Below 50 or so, either you didn’t spend sufficient time with the material, which we can’t do anything about, or you’re not getting some fundamental principles, which we can help with. In particular, the last question was included mainly to test your understanding of basic cellular functions. If you missed more than a very few of these, you should review the basics of replication-transcription-translation terminology, as presented in any good biology text or on the Nobel website that I directed you to previously. Once again, viruses are subcellular pathogens; if you don’t know the basics of eukaryotic cell function, you won’t be able to understand how viruses use cellular tools, how they differ from normal cellular components, and how we use them to our advantage or try to combat them.
3. It’s OK to write a word or two explaining your reasoning on a True-False or Multiple Choice type question. If you find yourself doing it too much, then you’re probably overthinking.
4. It was truly stunning how many people failed to follow directions on several of the sections. I didn’t take points off for this, but it was in some instances a pain to deal with and I probably think less of you as an individual if you fall into this category.

5. On Question 1, each of the 10 parts (1-5 for two viruses) counted 3 points. I also gave 1 to 6 points for overall quality of answer – in other words, if you were in the process of writing a good answer, but clearly not finished it, you might still get 5 or 6 points for answer quality. Note that when we ask about “genome expression” we are asking for information about transcription, RNA processing, translation, etc. I was fairly liberal with my grading of this question in general – if you had some good details but had them in the wrong section, I tried to give you credit for what you wrote.
6. On the last question, the answer to “Reverse Translation” should be “Not known to exist”. If you answered “Protein to RNA” I counted it as correct as long as you chose “D” in column 2 – found in neither cell type; in that case, I figured you may well mean in silico (on the computer), which of course can be done. 
7. Note that “envelope” means lipid envelope – it is not another name for capsid.

8. I have a copy of what I consider to be a good exam (name removed, of course), if any of you wants to take a look at it.

