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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 116 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 

November 25TH - December 10TH, 2008

THEME:
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Human rights cannot be universal without human rights for women.  The UDHR60 campaign offers an opportunity to advocate for women’s rights and the quest to end gender inequality, and to create a world free from violence, discrimination and injustice
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Why November 25th?
 On Nov. 25th 1960, the three Mirabal sisters

 (Minerva, Patria and Maria Teresa) and their driver were murdered by the secret police of president Trujillo. The three sisters persistently carried out revolutionary activities against the dictatorship of President Trujillo of the Dominican Republic. The sisters were advocating for justice and democracy 
This date, 25th Nov. was initiated by Women’s Global Leadership institute in 1991 as a date to remember the sisters and end wide spread violence against women. The day was officially recognized by the United Nations in 1999 as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. 
The campaign ends on December 10th, International Human Rights Day, symbolically establishing the link between violence against women and human rights to show that such violence is a violation of a woman’s rights.

What is Violence against Women?

In 1993, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women defined violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, This definition includes violence occurring in the family, community and violence caused or accepted by the State.  

Forms of Gender Based Violence

They include and are not limited to, domestic violence, sexual abuse and harassments, rape, trafficking in women, forced prostitution, and harmful traditional practices. 
What is the focus of the 16 Days of Activism?
The 16 Days of activism campaign highlights violence against women as a human rights violation and builds a bridge between women’s rights movements and the human rights framework. The Days also includes HIV/AIDS and Disable persons. Individuals, communities, organizations and networks are encouraged to commemorate the following key dates that make up the 16 days of campaign against Gender Violence
· 25th November: the International Day Against Violence Against Women

· 29th November: International women Human Rights Defenders Day

· 1st December: World Aids Day

· 3rd December: International Day of Disabled persons

· 6th December: Anniversary of the Montreal Massacre

· 10th December: Human Rights Day and 60th anniversary of the UDHR

Main Objectives of these 16 days campaign
· To raise awareness at the local, national, regional and international levels on the effects of Gender violence and HIV/AIDS in the society.
· To strengthen local women organization on women issues 
· Consolidating global and local efforts in the achievements of women promotion.
· To provide a forum for dialogue and strategy-sharing on HIV/AIDS issues.
· To pressure governments to implement commitments made in national and international legal instruments and declarations on HIV/AIDS issues, protection and promotion of women and recognition of differently disable people.
· Demonstrating the solidarity of activists on the issues around the world.
How to get involved

· Educate Yourself  by enquiring information from a women right  organization like WAcameroon, COMINSUD, CHRAPA etc
· Share information, views and initiate debates with your family members, friends, church group’s local leaders etc.
· Organize  events to commemorate  the dates
· Join campaigns to end violence against women

· Invite Men and Boys to Participate in 16 Days Events and Activities
· Lobby your government to carryout holistic actions to reduce gender violence.
· Volunteer with organizations that work to end Violence Against Women 

· Engage campaigns with the media, songs, fliers, brochures, posters etc.
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1st December, World AIDS DAY
THEME:

“Leadership” Strong and committed leadership is required to stop the pandemic.
Slogan:

"Stop AIDS. Make your Promise." 

· Leaders and decision makers make promises on AIDS, including the provision of Universal Access to Treatment, Care, Support and Prevention services by 2010. 
My promise:

· I promise to protect my spouse from HIV

· I promise to talk openly about my HIV status
· I promise to support orphans

And what about you! Make a promise
"Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise."
Some Statistics on HIV/AIDS 

· 33 million people are infected with HIV in the world
· 22.5 million people infected with HIV in sub Saharan Africa

· 17.5 million women and girls are infected with HIV and 90% from sub Sahara Africa

· 2 million children are HIV infected in the world and 90% from sub Saharan Africa

· 2.5 million people were infected in 2007 and 1.7 million from sub Saharan Africa

· 45% of new infections occurs among youths

· 420.000 new infections occurred in children in 2007 and 1.150 children infected daily
· 2.1 million HIV/AIDS patients died in 2007 in the world

· 1.6 million dead in sub Saharan Africa

· 270.000 children died and 90% from sub Saharan Africa

· 3 girls out of 4 youths are infected with HIV/AIDS

· Every 2 persons put on treatment 5 new persons are infected.

· 6800 people are infected with HIV/AIDS daily
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