Concept for BAOBAB’s 2008 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence
In Commemoration of the UDHR @ 60

BAOBAB for Women’s Human Rights is joining the rest of the world to mark this year’s 16 Days of Activism against Gender based violence. This year is remarkable because it also coincides with the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. BAOBAB’s commemoration of this year’s 16 Days will be centered on the 60th Anniversary of the UDHR. The emphasis around the UDHR 60 is important because without the practical recognition of the human rights of women, the total realization of the human rights of all is still very far from us. The period is a great medium to further reiterate the call for a world of peace free from injustice and discrimination.

Advocacy around women’s rights issues in the last 6 decades has resulted in some significant but not sufficient changes. 

Very good examples include the various international instruments at the United Nations level and at the African regional level. One persistent challenge has been the non domestication of these treaties at the National level.

For this year BAOBAB is organizing the under listed activities to reinvigorate the call for the domestication of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women by the Nigerian government as well as the implementation of all policies towards the promotion and protection of women’s human rights. 

Launching of the Network of Journalist Against Violence Against Women on November 26th 

The network of Journalists against Violence against Violence Women (JAVAW) came into existence on December 8th 2004 during a one-day workshop for journalists working in Lagos on using New Tactics to address Women’s Human Rights Issues in Nigeria. It was one of the activities carried out by BAOBAB to mark the “16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence. During the workshop, participants (mostly journalists) identified the need to utilize their professional expertise to reduce the occurrence of violence against women and young girls in Nigeria. The idea of forming the network according to the journalists was to ensure that journalists across Nigeria are actively engaged in the struggle. JAVAW identifies with BAOBAB’s vision and strategies and is set to work towards addressing issues of women’s human rights and in particular violence against women in Nigeria. BAOBAB in collaboration with the Nigerian Association of Women Journalists will on November 26th launch the network at the National level. The sole objective of doing this is to broaden the scope of coverage of Violence against Women Issues by Nigerian Journalists and to introduce a significant change to reporting violence against women issues in Nigeria. In addition the launching will provide the space for an assessment of the Human Rights situation in the country in the eyes of the media so far.
The launching of the Network has been scheduled to take place as from 10 am at the Musa Ya ardua Centre, Abuja.

Volunteer Outreach Campaign to stop violence against women November 29th to December 10th 

BAOBAB’s Volunteer Outreach Teams spread across Nigeria will be involved in the 16 Days of Activism in various ways all directed towards the recognition, promotion and protection of women’s human rights. Specifically there will be media campaign, walk and distribute IEC materials, participation in T.V talk shows, press interviews, sensitization workshops and enactment of plays on women’s human rights issues.
Men Defending Women’s Human Rights Defenders Walk November 29th 

Every year BAOBAB organizes a walk around selected major cities in Nigeria specifically to raise awareness on women’s human rights issues and to commemorate the internationally recognized day (November 29th) for ‘Defending Women’s Human Rights Defenders’. It is also a period to distribute IEC materials like stickers with very powerful messages e.g. ‘Zero Tolerance to Violence against Women’ ‘Women’s Human Rights are Human Rights’
