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CYBER DIALOGUES
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What 

The cyber dialogues are real time online discussions through a moderated chat room. Since 2004 the cyber dialogues have given ordinary citizens the opportunity to engage with experts and decision-makers on issues of gender violence during the 16 Days of Activism to end Gender Violence Campaign. In 2005 Gender Links, in partnership with GEMSA conducted cyber dialogues in six languages, which allowed participation from a wide range of individuals. 

The cyber dialogues are arranged thematically with “experts” and/or decision-makers chatting to ordinary citizens and responding to their questions and concerns.
Why 

Cyber dialogues aim to: 

· Empower citizens, and especially women, in the use of new technologies.

· Encourage citizens to air their views and speak out against violence and abuse.

· Make “e governance” work for gender justice. 

· Link people across provinces and across borders in a common cause. This year participants from the 13 countries in the SADC Region will link up for regional discussion on five days during the campaign. See Annex One for Cyber dialogues calendar

How

The cyber dialogues combine facilitated, inter-active dialogues on the ground with a link to a central hub at national level where experts and decision-makers will be available at a fixed time on selected days (see timetable below) to answer questions in a live “chat room”. The chat room, now a permanent feature on the Gender Links website including the Gender Links Discussions forums where one can view the various forums listed and read or post messages and join in the discussions resulting in a daily exchange of information between countries in Southern Africa. Through organised debates and exchanges on agreed themes on selected days during the campaign, as well as media facilities at the central hub, the strategy includes an important mainstream media component.

The cyber dialogues can take place in eight language rooms, over and above the main English room.  The languages include, Zulu, Sotho, Kreol, Portuguese, kiSwahili, Shona, Afrikaans and Chichewa.  These language rooms will provide non-English speaking people across the region with an opportunity to engage on the themes of each of the 16 days in their preferred language. See below instructions on how to log on. 
Who

The cyber dialogues in the region are coordinated by Gender Links and GEMSA and in South Africa in collaboration with the Government Communication and Information Systems (GCIS). Regional links are taking place through the Gender and Media Southern Africa (GEMSA) Network.
When 

Eleven regional cyber dialogues have been planned for this year’s Sixteen Days period. See Annex A for calendar.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CYBER DIALOGUES

How to chat
To join the cyber dialogues you need to register in the Gender links chat room. Go to www.genderlinks.org.za. Instructions for registration and logging in are as follows:

First time registration:
1. Click on the Cyber dialogues in the middle of the wheel or on the top menu bar.

2. Click on the Gender Links Chat. 

3. Once there you will see a login screen. Move down and click on register. 

4. Complete all the registration details. Write down your login and password and click REGISTER.

5. You will return to the login page, now type in your login and password and click LOGIN.

6. Select the room you want to chat in.

Logging in (FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE REGISTERED BEFORE):

1. Click on the Cyber dialogues in the middle of the wheel or on the top menu bar.

2. Click on the Gender Links Chat. 

3. Once there you will see a login screen. 

4. Fill in your login and password and click on LOGIN.

5. Select the room you want to chat in.

Annex A: 2008 SIXTEEN DAYS OF ACTIVISM

CYBER DIALOGUES CALENDAR 

	PROPOSED DATE/TIME 
	THEME
	SLOGAN
	ACTIVITIES
	CYBER DIALOGUE
	VENUES

	Thursday 13 Nov, 11-12.00

12.00-13.00  
	Media

	Part of the problem or of the solution
	Media seminar

 
	Financing for women in the media 
	TBC

	Friday 18th November 
	Financing SADC Protocol provisions on GBV 
	Put your money where your mouth is 
	GEMSA workshops in all countries and cyber links 
	Financial implications of the Protocol 
	GL Board room  

	Monday 24 Nov, 10-13.00
	Taking stock 
	365 days; what action?

	SA Accountability forum (reporting back and accountability
	Regional progress in addressing GBV
	Constitutional Court 

	Tuesday 25 Nov

17.30-20.00
	Int’l day of no violence against women
	Bua, Kuluma, Speak Out 
	Launch of the I stories   
	Regional dialogue on speaking out – with survivors of gender violence 
	Parktonian Hotel 

	Friday 28 Nov
	Human trafficking 
	Stop modern day slavery, respect life, stop human trafficking 
	Screening of documentaries, SMS campaign, outreach programme
	Dialogue on human trafficking; discuss cyber crime and how it exacerbates the problem
	TBC

	Monday 1 December

13.00-14.00
	World Aids Day 
	A world free of HIV, AIDS and gender violence is possible. It begins with me and you
	Paint T-shirts, Personal testimonies, information on PEP, Newsrooms launching policies 
	Dialogue on HIV and AIDS, provision of PEP in the region
	MAP venues across Southern Africa 

	Tuesday 2 December 
	Making IT work for gender justice
	Switched on for Gender Justice,  Take Back the tech  
	SMS campaign, digital stories, phone in programme 
	How IT can empower women
	Women’s Net

	Thursday  4 December
	Taxi violence, public transport violence
	Driving towards peace
	-
	Seminar on violence in public transport termini; CD Rom anti-taxi violence campaign
	Ekurhuleni Metro 

	Friday 5 December
	Violence and elections 
	My vote, my peace, my right
	Seminar
	Cyber dialogue on gender dimensions of election violence
	IEC training centre 

	Tuesday 9 December
	Gender Based Violence and xenophobia
	Umuntu, ngubuntu, ngabantu
	Screening of film, Face to face discussion
	Regional dialogue on xenophobia
	Ekurhuleni Metro 

	Wednesday 10 December 
	International Human Rights Day, Wrap up: From 16 days to the next 365
	Women’s rights are human rights 
	Media literacy graduation, Launch of 365 Day GBV calendar 
	Cyber dialogue on way forward – what priorities for 2009 should be
	Constitution Hill. 


For more information visit: www.genderlinks.org.za or contact Loveness Jambaya on justice@genderlinks.org.za, or Mwenda Yeta Mkhize on execassistant@genderlinks.org.za: Tel: 011-622-2877
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