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MEMORENDUM OF THE REFUGEE WOMEN MOVEMENT IN UGANDA

We, refugee women from all the districts of the Uganda, with the support of both national and international organizations, publicly express our strong concerns about the degradation of the situation of refugee women in Uganda,
Noting with concern that the situation of refugee women and children in Uganda remains critical due to the failure of the criminal justice system to investigate into cases of victims;
Observing that violence against refugee women has been a major obstacle to the advancement of refugee women’s rights that impairs and violates the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms;

Reaffirming that the term “violence against  women” means any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result, in physical ,sexual and psychological harm and suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty that can prevent refugee women’s fully advancement;

Recalling the international and national legal frameworks  that protect refugee women, including the 1951 UN Geneva convention relating to the status of refugees and its 1967 additional protocol, the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women(CEDAW), the OAU Convention Governing the specific Aspect of Refugee Problems in Africa, the Convention relating to the status of stateless, The United Nations declaration on Territory of Asylum(UNDTA),the 1995 Uganda constitution, the Uganda Refugee Act, the UNHCR Guidelines on protection and care of refugee women and children;

Whereas the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Office of the Prime Minister Directorate of Refugees (OPMDOR) do not fully consider that refugee women in Uganda have been suffering major human rights violations, as motivated by the rejection of more than 500 cases in 2008-2009 by the UNHCR protection unit, of refugees who have been claiming their insecurity;

Noting with bitterness that refugee women victims of sexual violence are demanded money by the police with as a precondition for protecting them; if failed to pay the amount their cases are not investigated and the perpetrators remain unpunished;

We therefore:

· Urge the  OPM DOR and The UNHCR to fully  consider the allegations made by refugee women in Uganda who have been suffering major violations;
· Urge the UNHCR to ensure that refugee women victims of Sexual and Gender based Violence have access to medical, legal and psycho-social support and they are granted special protection under the UNHCR guidelines on protection and care of refugee women victims of SGBV;
· Urge the UNHCR to ensure that an international investigation law  and other human rights treaties are  set up  and that a special  jurisdiction is established  to bring the perpetrators to justice and to submit any perpetrator to an appropriate trial, according to international standards of fairness including all police officers who have been reported to demand money from victims;
· Urge the Government of Uganda in cooperation with the international community, to implement safeguards for the prevention of rape and other Gender-Based Violence against refugee women, including in refugee settlement in Uganda;
· Urge the government of Uganda to set up a effective and impartial human rights desk within the office of the ombudsman, to whose office refugee victims and witnesses of Sexual and Gender Based Violence can report their matter and enable it to investigate all the fact and justice for remedy;

Urge the international Community, including The UN Security Council, the European Union, The south Africa Development Community (SADEC), the African Union(AU), and International Human Organizations: Amnesty International, Human Rights watch,  etc; National and Local NGOs: Refugee Law Project, ISIS-WICCEE, FIDA-Uganda, Akinana mama wa Afrika, Women for Dignity and Development Foundation (WODIDEF), Foundation for human Rights  Initiatives (FHRI), PEDDROU, Uganda Law Society , the HURINET, etc: 
To help refugee women in advocating for their rights so that refugee women  

      Can enjoy the same rights as nationals in Uganda
                                                                               Done in Kampala, 9th April 2009
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