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MEDIA RELEASE

REFUGEE WOMEN MOVEMENT IN UGANDA-REFUWOM
Ugandan police fail to protect refugee women from sexual violence.

“Ugandan police have failed to protect refugee women who are victims of sexual violence” says Ms. Eugenie Vumilia, Executive director of the refugee women movement in Uganda.
The Refugee Women movement in Uganda has released two reports that detail allegations of Ugandan police demanding money from victims to undertake investigations into sexual violence.
“Victims told us that, it is a customary practice for the police officers to demand money in Kyaka II refugee settlement and at Old Kampala Police station,” said Mr. Aaron BYEMBA, WODIDEF researcher
We interviewed women and girls from a number of refuge camps and found widespread cases of rape, sexual exploitation, defilement, sexual harassment, social discrimination, early marriage and human trafficking.
Victims were scathing of the police and told us that they had systematically failed to competently prosecute their cases of sexual and gender based violence.
A victim said, “I was raped and I reported my matter to the police, the police arrested the perpetrator [but]… I saw my perpetrator got released and he started taunting me saying in Uganda justice costs Mutwaro(10,000 Ugandan shillings). He continued to intimidate and threaten me; I was so disappointed and I therefore decided to leave the refugee settlement joined the capital city of Kampala.”
Media Enquiry:
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Uganda is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and committed to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Ugandan Constitution also prohibits sex discrimination. However human rights violations against women and girls are widespread in Uganda. 

In 2002 the CEDAW committee expressed concern about the high incidence of violence against women, such as domestic violence and rape. The committee called on the government to 
“ enact legislation on domestic violence, including marital rape, as soon as possible in order to ensure that violence against women and girls constitutes a criminal offence, that women and girls who are victims of violence have access to immediate means of redress and protection and that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished. The Committee also recommends gender-sensitive training for all public officials, in particular law enforcement personnel, the judiciary and health workers. The Committee recommends the establishment of counselling services for victims of violence; the implementation of public awareness campaigns, through the media and public education programmes, and the adoption of a zero tolerance policy on all forms of violence against women.”
Despite these recommendations made six years ago little progress has been made and the practical reality for refugee women is that justice is painfully rare and perpetrators regularly go unpunished. 
WODIDEF recorded numerous cases of women and girls being raped by state officials, including police and military as well as armed factions. In addition the general state of impunity for perpetrators enables sexual violence to proliferate with perpetrators coming from all walks of life. Victims are left to care for the social, economical and psychological consequences of these crimes. 
Although no study has yet been carried out to asses the number of rape survivors within refugee communities, local human rights NGOs continue to alert the international community to the magnitude of rape and other forms of human rights abuses against refugee  women in Uganda. Rape, forced prostitution, domestic sexual violence and trafficking of women expose women and girls in Uganda to HIV/AIDS. 

For more Information on this, see a fully copy of the report:

WOMEN TRIPLY DISTRESSED IN UGANDA: Massive violence against refugee women and girls in Uganda, WODIDEF-REPORT 2008
