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 PREFACE

 There are several campaigns around the world to end sexual violence against women.

The Women for Dignity and Development Foundation (WODIDEF) supports all initiatives which aim to improve the lives of women and children and to end rape, torture and cruel treatment towards women and children. 

WODIDEF currently operates in refugee settlements and has a representation in the capital city of Kampala.
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Uganda has been embroiled in civil war for the two past decades. 

Violations of human rights, especially those of women and girls, are rampant. 

Human rights and freedoms have been significantly restricted in the area. 

The rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) who has been fighting against the Government force, the Ugandan People’s Defence Force (UPDF) for a number of years, besieges the Northern Province.

Local human rights NGOs have denounced cases of sexual violence perpetrated by all parties to the conflict. 

Sexual violence, trafficking and killing of women are used systematically as weapons of war in this conflict.

Rape, forced prostitution and trafficking of women expose women and child girls to HIV/AIDS, especially as HIV/AIDS prevalence in Uganda provinces is widespread and unabated: apart from domestic violence, which is common all over the country, war situation has exacerbated violence against women; all the parties to the conflict use sexual violence as a weapon of war. 

Rape, trafficking of women and young girls as well as killing and burning of women including pregnant women have become the daily fate of the woman in the Proving. 

Some rapists attacked their victims with extraordinary brutality. In some cases, assailants inserted firearms into the vaginas of their victims and shot them.

Life expectancy and child survival rates have plummeted in some of the worst affected countries and the disease is today having a major impact on social and economic development. 

 By publishing this report, WODIDEF seeks to further depict how much rape and other forms of ill-treatment are pandemic against refugee women and girls in Uganda.

As custom, the organization remains gravely preoccupied noting with bitterness, so many cases that occur actually in Uganda, including the desperate safety and humanitarian situation of women and children refugees in Uganda.

 1.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Uganda is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and committed to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Ugandan Constitution also prohibits sex discrimination. However human rights violations against women and girls are widespread in Uganda. 

In 2002 the CEDAW committee expressed concern about the high incidence of violence against women, such as domestic violence and  rape. The committee called on the government to 

“ enact legislation on domestic violence, including marital rape, as soon as possible in order to ensure that violence against women and girls constitutes a criminal offence, that women and girls who are victims of violence have access to immediate means of redress and protection and that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished. The Committee also recommends gender-sensitive training for all public officials, in particular law enforcement personnel, the judiciary and health workers. The Committee recommends the establishment of counselling services for victims of violence; the implementation of public awareness campaigns, through the media and public education programmes, and the adoption of a zero tolerance policy on all forms of violence against women.”
Despite these recommendations made six years ago little progress has been made and the practical reality for refugee women is that justice is painfully rare and perpetrators regularly go unpunished. 

WODIDEF recorded numerous cases of women and girls being raped by state officials, including police and military as well as armed factions. In addition the general state of impunity for perpetrators enables sexual violence to proliferate with perpetrators coming from all walks of life. Victims are left to care for the social, economical and psychological consequences of these crimes. 

Although no study has yet been carried out to asses the number of rape survivors within refugee communities, local human rights NGOs continue to alert the international community to the magnitude of rape and other forms of human rights abuses against refugee  women in Uganda. Rape, forced prostitution, domestic sexual violence and trafficking of women expose women and girls in Uganda to HIV/AIDS. 

 

2. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN UGANDA

 

2.1 Violence against refugee women 

Many refugee women have been subjected to rape and other forms of sexual violence in Uganda.

During our investigations into refugee situation, especially in women and children’s cases, WODIDEF collected information about many cases of rape and other forms of ill-treatments against refugee women and girls in Uganda.

Much of the information we collected on rape cases and other forms of sexual violence denounced in this current report was noted during our visits to the Nakivale Refugee Settlement, Kyaka II refugee settlement, kyangalwi Refugee settlement and urban refugees.

We used the method of probability accompanied by the interview to carry out our research and investigation.

In discussion with victims and witnesses, it became obvious to us that a large number of the Ugandan security such as: police, militaries, gangsters, and members of the Toro tribe were aware of, and in some cases ordered so many cases of rape and other forms of sexual violence against refugee   women.

However, when asked the Ugandan authorities about reports of rape and other sexual violence, they have repeatedly denied that they condoned the abuses recognition on their part too that such acts against refugees are violation of international human rights standards.

In actual fact, no government in the world could justify torture, or degrading treatment against refugees; the reason being that a refugee is a person who fled his country because of fear of being persecuted or being subjected to other cruel treatments or punishments; hence he must be protected under the 1951 convention and the 1967 UOA protocol relating to the status of refugees.

It can not, in any case, be explained either as a reaction to human rights abuses committed by armed groups’ spies, opponents, civilian bandits, members of the security against their targets.

Brief, rape and other forms of violence contravene the principles of the international law and African regional human rights treaties.

 
2.2 Difficulties met

Really our investigations into cases of rape were extremely difficult, particularly because of the social stigma associated with it.

In many cases, women were reluctant to report rape because their husbands might abandon them or they might even be accused of having targeted to loose morals.

In a number of cases, women who have been raped were stigmatized as likely to have contracted HIV/AIDS and hence shunned by those who get to know suspected of supporting their opponents, including by humiliating them.

Nevertheless, a large number of women who have been raped, reported us their cases because they were expecting an aid from us.

Most of women and girls of all ages were vulnerable to this form of torture; almost the victims we met were subjected to critical psycho-social problems due to the stigmatization.

They were suffering from:
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Abandonment of husbands

[image: image2.png]



Discrimination by the whole community within the camps
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Unwanted pregnancies 
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Injuries to the reproductive system
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Sexual transmitted Diseases
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Lack of access to health care

[image: image7.png]



Exposed to prostitution and further sexual exploitation to meet their basic needs.

For the period of our visits, we noted a large number of rape cases and other forms of sexual violence. Some of them have been subjected to rape because the police officer proposed them to have sex so that they could earn some advantages such as: assistance to their basic needs, obtain of paid employment, the facility in their process of the resettlement.

  

3. STATISTIC STUDIES

 

3.1 STATISTICS OF REFUGEES IN UGANDA

According to the UNHCR report
[1], Uganda hosts more than 220,000 refugees in 2006, including 97,000 Sudanese, after some 60,000 returned home impulsively in current years, 39,000 from DR Congo, 18, 000 from Rwanda and about 17, 0000 from KENYA and others from Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Burundi.

Imvepi refugee settlement: 22,062 (10%) 

Ikafe refugee settlement: 8,350 (4%)

Madi- okello refugee settlement: 6,946 (3%)  

Rhino-Camp refugee settlement: 14,330 (6%)

 Adjumani refugee settlement: 52,784 (24%) 

Moyo refugee settlement: 28,594 (13%)

Kyaka II refugee settlement: 18,203 (8%) 

Oruchinga refugee settlement: 2,623 (1%) 

Nakivale refugee settlement: 33,082 (15%) 

 Kiryandongo refugee settlement: 11,765 (5%) 

 Kyangwali refugee settlement: 20,109 (9%)

 Inter-Aid Urban refugees: 3,000 (2%)  

 Total refugees in Uganda:: 220,000 (100%)  

 
3.2 Statistics of gender-based violence against Women in Uganda

 In common with investigations and reports on rape, sexual exploitation, women trafficking, and other 

Gender-based violence, rape was reported in 70 percent as the matter to which women are subjected in
 The lack of safety on behalf of women, the weakness of the police services and legal protection, and the lack of medical care have exacerbated the psycho-social torture that severely affect women refugees in Uganda.

 3.3 Survivors of sexual violence in Uganda are at risk of HIV/AIDS

Sexual violence fuels the propagation of HIV/AIDS:
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High rate of HIV prevalence among the soldiers in Uganda
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According to UNICEF, estimates indicate 15% of the population is infected with HIV/AIDS, every year, due to the rape cases and only few organisations offer treatment to patients suffering from rape in Uganda.

 In spite of Uganda is a party to many international human rights treaties which prohibit violence against women and refugees, including the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women, the African Charter on human and People’s Rights, the UN covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the UN Convention against Torture and Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishments, the UN Convention of the child, and has signed the Maputo protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of women in Africa, the 1951 UN Convention and the 1967 protocol relating to the status of refugees, however  refugee women are still subjected to violence.

4. ILLUSTRATIONS

 

Perpetrators remain Unpunished

 The Uganda Penal code is silent about sexual abuse against refugee women in as much as a large number of rape cases are not reported as many victims keep silent for fear of reprisals by the perpetrators who remain unpunished.

Moreover, the organization is very disturbed by the failure on behalf of the Uganda government to stop violence against refugee women and girls which remains the daily fate of the refugee woman in Uganda.

Even the police, the courts, legal policies and the National security who could ensure the protection of women and girls refugees from sexual and gender-based violence, have failed.

These issues are awaiting the responses from the Ugandan authorities, including , the Prime minister Directorate of refugees, the Minister of Gender and Social Development, the Minister of justice and the Minister of Human Rights, who should approach to the Uganda refugee Act.

 Wodidef met a case of a 27-year-old woman, Congolese refugee living in KYAKA II refugee settlement, reported that one Ugandan civilian man met her in her field and proposed her to have sex, as she refused the proposal, he tortured   her with a stick on the head and so she fell down by loosing her mind, and so she was raped. Two days after, she reported her case to the police because she claimed that she knew her perpetrator and where he was located.

The police arrested the perpetrator and was detained in custody at the police station. The police told the woman   that she would be called after 3 days, for testifying. 

Two days before that day, she saw her perpetrator got released and taunted her saying: “In Uganda justice costs mutwaro (10,000ugandan shillings~US$7).” This contravenes the article 6 of the UN Declaration of Basic principles of Justice for victims of crime and abuse of Power adopted by the UN General Assembly Resolution 40/34 of 29th November 1985,A/RES/40/34, which states “ The responsiveness of judicial and administrative process to the needs of victims of their role and the scope, timing and progress of proceedings and of the disposition of their cases, especially where serious crimes are involved and where they have requested such information”, consequently the file was buried till now.

 

On 14 June 2006, a 17-year-old girl named X, a Congolese refugee  in KYAKA II refugee settlement reported that she has  been repeatedly raped by the Ugandan soldiers, twice  the day, firstly  in the morning. They met her in the field and two soldiers raped her   while she was digging. Consequently, she was subjected to an unwanted pregnancy.
As she said, she reported her matter to the police, but the police officer has not investigated and warned her to stop saying that the perpetrators was the soldiers of the Government Force.

 

Lack of safety within refugee settlements

 Many refugee women reported that they were raped while they were digging in the fields.

In almost the refugee settlements, women are really involved in agriculture with a view to surviving.

However, due to the lack of safety, the perpetrators meet them within their fields when they are digging or when they are coming back from fields, and rape them.

This concerns the case of a Congolese refugee aged 20, said that she was abandoned by her husband because of being raped by 3 Ugandan men in her field. “I had gone to the field to collect beans at around four or five pm, suddenly I was surrounded by 3 men. They started beating me and after they raped me.”
In February 2008, four families of Refugees in KYAKA II refugee settlement decided to return back to their country (DR Congo) due to the desperate safety and humanitarian situation that they were living, among them, women and children.

When the Ugandan police was informed, they pursued them and arrested them on the way. They were so detained for three days, in custody by the Ugandan police in KYAKA II refugee settlement. 

So many women were raped and other who refused, were tortured.

As a 35-year-old woman reported, she said that they were transferred into sheeting and so they were raped one by one and others who refused were subjected to torture and other forms of ill-treatment. 

In this case, many victims knew their perpetrators and were able to identify them, because they belonged to the police from the KYAKA II refugee settlement. One victim told us that she and seven of her friends were taken into sheeting and were raped. 

She said that each woman was raped by as 3 men and after the rape, two of them who refused, were introduced pepper in their genitals in order to punish them.

This violates the article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that: “No one shall be subjected to torture, Inhuman, cruel or degrading treatment”.

WODIDEF is very anxious by the fact that, the commander David MUGENYI, was informed about this event and indirectly, allowed the persecution.

 

In September 2006, Rwandan refugees in Mukono refugee settlement were attacked by the Ugandan insurgent group and raped so many women. In one case, a 29-year-old woman was reportedly raped by 3 men in front of her husband and her children; as a result she was abandoned by her husband.

This violates the Geneva Convention relative to the protection of civilian Persons in Time of war, of 1949, and the additional protocols of 1977 provide that “women shall especially be protected against any attack on their honour, in particular against humiliating and degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution, or any form of incident assault”. Moreover the Vienna declaration and programme of Action, adopted by the world conferences on Human Rights, states that: “violations of the human rights of women in situation of armed conflict are violations of fundamental principles of international human rights and humanitarian law”.

Refugees in Uganda are not really protected under the 1951 UN Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees.  

A 32-year-old woman, Burundian refugee from NAKIVALE refugee settlement,  her daughters aged 13 and 15, were kidnapped for three days into a bush from 13th to 15 August 2007.They were gang-raped, a desperate effort to protect her daughters, she begged those people to rape her only as they want, but those people raped all of them. After the rape, that woman contracted HIV/AIDS and so did her daughters.

 A Sudanese refugee girl aged 15, has been victim of sexual violence by 2 men speaking luganda, on 20th November 2006 while she was coming from the market at around 9pm. “I am a 15-year-old and I fled my country because of war situation, both my parents died during the war. My 2 brothers and I fled into Uganda.
On 25th March 2006  around 7 pm when I was coming from the field  to home,2 men who I knew very well forcefully took hold of me  to one house nearby and raped me. I reported the case to my brothers; my brothers told me to keep silence for this would bring humiliation to the family.

However, my brothers reported the matter to the police, when the police was investigating in the case, the perpetrators fled to another county, and the issue was buried till now, while I still bear consequences of the crime"

 

Police demand a bribe to investigate into cases of victims

Many victims claimed that it was a common practice for the police   officers to demand money so that they could be absorbed in their matter.

Women victims of rape and other women’s rights abuses could not report their cases due to the lack of money; they said that the money demanded by the police officers was a considerable amount. They also claimed that the police   officers used to taunt them saying that all the cases they reported were wrong, they were only looking for the resettlement.

In  Kyaka2  refugee settlement, WODIDEF met  a 24-years-old woman, Congolese refugee, who has been victim of rape by one  Ugandan civilian named TELIWA BAGMER, at around 2.am while her husband was going into the town for two days; the man entered by force the house, well armed and intimidated her. The woman gave up and she was so raped. 

As she reported to us, she reported the matter to the police officer Mr. SIMON, a deputy of Commander David MUGENYI within the kyaka2 refugee settlement, nevertheless the police officer proposed her to pay an amount of 50,000 Ugandan shillings (US $31), so that he could be absorbed in her case.

As she failed to pay the amount, her problem was not treated, ipso facto; she entered into conflict with the officer. 

On 10th October 2007, three policemen came to look for her husband while he was absent; instead, they arrested her and she was so detained in custody with 5 men.

She told us, crying, that she was subjected to many inhuman treatments by the Ugandan police.

Detention of males with females contravenes the article 8 of the standard minimum rules which states (in part): “…Men and Women shall so far as possible be detained in separate  institutions, in an institution  which receives  both  men and women the whole of the premises allocated to women shall be entirely separate”.

In the same day, at around 11pm, she was transferred into a dark room by two policemen where she was systematically raped.

When her husband came to the police post in the morning, the police arrested him. They were both detained in custody for 2 days. 

The police officer Mr. SIMON accused him of being a rebel and of spying for the Ugandan rebel Joseph KONY.

When the Refugee Law project’s delegates came to investigate in the cases of refugees in KYAKA II refugee settlement, the latter have advocated for them and they were so released.

 

WODIDEF is very preoccupied, noting with bitterness that the Article 11(3) of the African charter on Human and People’s Rights on the rights of women in Africa which states that: “States parties undertake to protect asylum seeking women, refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons, against all forms of violence, rape  and other  forms of sexual exploitation, and  to ensure that such acts are considered war crimes, genocide and/or crimes against humanity and that their perpetrators are bought to justices before a competent criminal jurisdiction”, is  being sacrificed  in Uganda. 

 

A 43-year-old widow woman, Congolese refugee, living in KYANGWALE refugee settlement, reported that she was raped on 10th March 2003 in the refugee settlement, at around 2.00 am in her house. She said to know her perpetrator and she reported the matter to the police officer; however the police officer did not believe her. As she said, the police officer requested from her an amount of 100,000 Ugandan shillings (US $62) so that he could write a statement to the UNHCR asking her protection. She failed to pay the amount.

One month later, she was again raped whilst she was going to the hospital at around 5:00am, by three men and consequently she was infected by HIV/AIDS. As she said, she did not report the second matter to the police because she failed to pay the bribe.

In 2004, her daughter, aged 15 was also raped by one man within the refugee settlement; in this case, the police was informed because even the neighbors could testify. The police arrested the perpetrator, but no statement has been written by the police due to the failure of the amount requested. As consequence of the rape, her daughter was pregnant and, hence, the widow woman decided to leave the refugee settlement and joined the capital city of Kampala, living a critical life in Nsambya West, Keevina road, Makindye division.

The poor widow woman, HIV positive, with her 3 children   and her one daughter’s child, are pursuing their process of the resettlement at Inter aid Kampala.

WODIDEF remains gravely preoccupied by the contravention of the article 20 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the rights of women in Africa which states that: “Widows are not subjected to inhuman, humiliating and degrading treatment”.As in many cases of rape mentioned above, most cases have not been investigated and the perpetrators are not condemned while the awareness of rape as a punishable human rights abuse has increased.

 

Refugee children at risk

During our investigations into cases of refugees, we noted with bitterness, a large number of children refugees who have been subjected to degrading treatment because of their status of refugees or for being found guilty.

In fact, many children we met in both Nakivale and Kyaka II Refugee settlements were subjected to severe forms of ill-treatment.

The organization noted so many cases of refugee children who were subjected to economic exploitation by the Ugandan citizens in their fields. 

Really, so many children we met were suffered from physical, mental, moral, and social development. 

For example   Mrs. X, a Rwandan refugees, a 14-year-old girl was met while she was digging in the Ugandan citizen’ field. As she reported us her case, both her parents died in the camps while she was aged 8.

Therefore one family took her, but when she has grown up, she is used in their field so that she can get money to meet her basic needs. Many cases relating to the above one were commonly noted. 

 

In KYAKA II, WODIDEF met a case of a 1-year-old child, who has been thrown away by her mother. According to the refugees we met, it has seemed that her mother did so because of the poor life and consequently she failed to grow up her child. This contravenes the Article 19 relating to the African Charter on the rights and Welfare of children which states “every child shall be entitled to the enjoyment of parental care and protection and shall, whenever possible, have the right to reside with his or her parents [….]”

Until now neither her father nor her mother has been found to reclaim the child. 

The victim of human rights abuse is still kept to FURAHA‘s home.

 

The organization noted many cases of children who were used in prostitution and other sexual practices within the camps. Most of cases were due to the poor social lives in order to meet their basic needs.

The astonishing thing is to see some Police officers in the KYAKA II refugee settlement, who could prevent and deter these actions, were great activators of this form of human rights abuse. It concerns   the case of a Somalia refugee, aged 16, who reported that she does so because of her critical life. She said that she has been subjected, in many cases to rape, by the Ugandan police; the latter proposed her to have sex and they will give her money, nevertheless after the action, they private her from her “right” and if she persists, they rape her. She said that she has just been victim of many sexual abuses.

 

The organization noted many cases of children who were detained in custody with the adults because they have been accused or found guilty of infringing the penal law.  This violates the Article 37 of the UN convention for the rights of child which states (in part): “[…] In particular every child deprived of liberty shall b e separated from adults unless it is considered in the child’s best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances.”

Such kinds of detention were commonly noted in KYAKA II refugee settlement.

 

Many parents have claimed to have lost their children, who were sometimes kidnapped by the Ugandan opposition armed groups for using them in the army. Many are using as spies, messengers, porters, servants and even sexual slaves.

As a 16-year-old girl reported “I was sometimes supplied with drugs and alcohol to rise above my fear or unwillingness to fight.” She reported us that many children are at risk of being tortured by the enemy if caught, and by their own forces as a form of discipline or training. They were often treated brutally and punishments for mistakes or desertion are severe. She was often raped by her officials.

She said that, girl child soldiers are, in almost cases, raped and others are subjected to sexual harassments and other forms of abuse.

WODIDEF is very anxious about the harsh psychological penalties of active involvement in hostilities, with children refugee. Both witnessing and entrusting atrocities possibly will only become obvious over so long.

The gender-based violence against refugee women in Uganda is a real daily fate of the woman by the proving. 

WODIDEF was informed by partner organizations working in refugee settlements that in the refugee settlement situated in Northern provinces, especially in ADJUMANI refugee settlement, that the perpetrators mutilated the sexual organs of women with knives or razor blades.

 

WODIDEF met a case of a 17-year-old girl, Rwandan refugee, who said  that she was  victim of rape  by 2 men “I  was going to  by beans  and suddenly I saw  2 men in front of me who forcefully  took me into a hut. The latter raped me and when I started bleeding, they stopped. I difficulty went to my house, crying and so reported the matter to my mother. My mother reported the matter to the police station. The police demanded her to pay 40,000Ugandan shillings (US$25) for transport so that they could arrest the perpetrator. As my mother did not pay, the matter was not pursued. Up- to-now, I have not yet received any medical treatment while since that day; I have got a serious problem with my menstruation cycle”
5. CONCLUSION 

Uganda Government has proved how it has failed to make respectful women’s rights of refugee women under domestic and international legal frameworks to which is a party.
WODIDEF is very concerned by the upsurge of gender-based violence in Uganda.

This is justified by the impunity caused inmost cases due to the incompetence of the police to investigate into cases of gender-based violence.

Despite the Uganda refugee Act, provides that(1) ‘ A woman refugee shall have equal opportunities  and access to procedures relating to refugee status; and affirmative action shall be taken to protect women refugees from gender discriminating practices. (2) a woman refugee is entitled  to equal enjoyment and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in economic, social, cultural, civil or any other fields as provided  for in the constitution and other  relevant laws in force  in Uganda and international and regional instruments to which Uganda is a party, and in particular the following :

(a) The CEDAW (1979)

(b) The ACHPR (1981)

Furthermore, the Uganda law, considers rape, defilement and other gender-based violence, as punishment for ‘death’

This includes the Chapter XV of the Uganda Penal Act, Section 118, which states that “a person convicted of rape  shall be liable to suffer death”.

 The Section 119 of the same penal Act provides that “any person who attempt to commit rape is guilty of a felony, and is liable imprisonment for life, with or without corporal punishment”

However, rape and other gender-based violence against refugee women are increasing in Uganda.

 

6. ACTIONS:  16 days campaign against gender-based violence in Gulu district

 

For this year the theme is: “Accountability on violence against our sisters, wives, daughters etc.”
The environment is appropriate to demand that the Government of Uganda meets the health care needs of refugee survivors of sexual violence and integrate medical treatment for victims in the reconstruction of health services and to ensure laws related to rape were implemented so that perpetrators were brought to justice: 

From November 17 to December 10, 4 human rights days highlight sexual violence as a violation against women and will help increase the pressure on the Government: 
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International day for the prevention of child abuse : November 17, 
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International Day Against Violence Against Women : November 25, 
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World AID Day : December 1st and 
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International human rights day: December 10.
 It is the time to call on the Government of Uganda to implement new strategies to mitigate sexual violence, noting that societal effects will be long-lasting, and that accountability for sexual violence could be easily countered given greater international attention to gender violence against refugee women in Uganda and a campaign to end impunity and bring the perpetrators to justice.
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Talk to members of your school, organization, community about sexual violence against refugee women in Uganda.
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Encourage them to sign the petition to the Ugandan Government requesting the Government to ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on the rights of women in Africa and take appropriate measures plan and implement a comprehensive program of emergency medical and psychological care for refugee rape survivors in Uganda; and ensure that the perpetrators of rape are brought to justice.  
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Mail or fax the petition to Office of the Prime minister and the Minister of Gender, Social and labour in Uganda through the contacts below. 
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Keep us informed about the progress of your action

 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS

 WODIDEF, is making a number of recommendations to members of security, including the Ugandan police, spies groups, armed groups ,all national and foreign who have reported to have perpetrated rape and other human rights abuses against both women and children refugees in Uganda, to ensure that crime is neither tolerated nor ordered by the leaders.

The organization is also making a lot of recommendations to the wider international community to assist women and children refugee in Uganda, moreover to end the scourge of rape against women refugees in Uganda.
 
A. TO THE UGANDAN GOVERNMENT AND OTHER PERPETRATORS

 

Therefore, the organization urges the Ugandan government; other persecutors involved in these crimes against women and children refugees in Uganda, to:
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Ensure that contravention regarding the prohibition of rape against refugees are fully  punishable  by the international  treaties such as the UN  convention against rape, the International Convenient on civil and political Rights, the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, outlawing the practice of rape and other forms of ill-treatment against women and Children refugees.
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Provide training to the police, prison guards, civil ,members of security, public officials and ensure that they are able to investigate and prevent rape and other human rights abuses  without recourse to rape and other forms of ill-treatment
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Set up an independent and impartial institution such as a  Special Human Rights ombudsman  whose office refugee  victims or witnesses of rape can  report the crime and enable it to investigate all incidences of crime  and assist victims to seek judicial redress;
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Take immediate steps to end crime against women refugees, including the rape case , by adopting and implementing the program of the international law for the prevention of rape and other forms of sexual violence;
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Ensure decent prison conditions that sustain the physical integrity and dignity of the person, regardless of the offences for which detainees may have been found guilty, including the imprisonment of children as defined in the UN convention of the rights of the child.
 
B. TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

 

The organization remains gravely preoccupied by the crisis against women and children refugees in Uganda, so we, the organization, urge all intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and all International organizations such as: Amnesty International (AI), the organizations of African Unity (UA), the Southern African Development Community (SADEC), the United Nations (UN), the European Union (EU), the members of the Security Council of the United Nations, to:
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Use their influence with government and armed group present in Uganda, whose forces are perpetrating  rape and other human rights abuses against women and children refugees to end the practice
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Urge the government of Uganda to implement safeguards for the prevention of torture 
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Prevent all transfer of technology, training or other resources that could be used to perpetrate  rape  against women and children refugees in Uganda
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Use all influence at the UN, especially the UNHCR, to ensure that an international investigation law and other human rights treaties are  set up and that a special jurisdiction is established to bring the perpetrators  to justice and to submit any perpetrator to an appropriate trial, according to international standards of fairness.
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Support the activities of women’s rights NGO and of refugee organizations in Uganda so that they can carry out their activities accordingly with a view to eradicating sexual and other gender-based violence against refugee women in Uganda.

 

ANNEX (1)

International, Regional and National Instruments consulted in this report. (Available at WODIDEF Office)

  


Human Rights and Women’s rights instruments
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Universal declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) of 10 December 1948

[image: image29.png]



International covenant on civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 16 December 1966
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International convenant  on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) OF 16TH December 1966
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International convention  on the suppression  and punishment of the crime of apartheid  of 30th November 1973 (SPCA)
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Convention Against Torture  and other cruel, inhuman on degrading treatment or punishment (CAT)of 10th December 1984 
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Convention on the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide (PPCG) of 6TH December 1984
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International convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial discrimination (CERD) of 21 December 1965.
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UN Declaration of basic principles of justice for victims of crime and abuse of power adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution  40/34 / of 29 November 1985 ( A/RES/40/34)
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Convention on the political Rights of Women (PRW) OF 31 March 1953
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convention  on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against Women (CRDW) OF 18 December  1979

[image: image38.png]



convention on the Rights of the child of (CRC) of 20th November  1989
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European convention for the protection of Human Rights  and Fundamental Freedom (ECHR) of 4th  November  1990 and protocols thereto. 
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American convention on Human Rights (ACHR) of 22nd November 1969 and Protocol thereto. 
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African charter on Human and People’s Rights on the rights of women in Africa (ACHPR) of 27th July 1981.
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African charter on Human and People’s  Rights on the  rights of women in Africa (ACHPRWA) of 11th July 2003
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The Beijing declaration and platform for Action, Fourth World Conference on women, on 15th December 1995
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The 1995 constitution of Uganda. 
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The Penal Code Act, Cap. 106
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The children’s  statute of 1996, 
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The African charter on Rights and welfare of the child  of 1981 (ACRWC)
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Refugee Instruments :
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Convention relating to the status of Refugee(CSR) of 28 July 1951
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Protocol relating to the status of Refugees (CSRP) of 31st  January 1967
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Agreement relating  to Refugee Seamen, of 23 November  1957 (ARS)
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Protocol to the Agreement relating to Refugee Seamen (ARSP) OF 12TH June 1973. 
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Convention  relating to the status of stateless (CSSP) of 28th September  1954
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Convention on the Reduction of stateless of (CRS) of 30th August 1961
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United Nations Declaration on Territory Asylum (UNDTA)  of  14th December 1967
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OAU Convention governing the specific Aspects of Refugee problems in Africa (OAU) R 69) of 10th September 1969.
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Cartagena declaration on Refugees (CRD) of 22nd November 1989
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Uganda Refugee Bill 2003

 

 

 

 

 

ANNEX (2)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1)  Bernstein, Jesse, “Drop in the Ocean” Assistance and protection for forced migrants in Kampala, RLP, working, May 005

 

2)    Dryden – Peterson, Sarah and Lucy Hovil, local  integration as a durable solution: Refugee  host  populations  and education in Uganda, UNHCR, New issues in Refugee Research, working September  2003. 

 

3)   Executive Committee, 38th session, military or Armed attacks on Refugee camps and settlements, Excom conclusion N 48 (XXXVIII), 1987. Contained in United Nations General  Assembly document N: 124 (A 1421121 Add 1)

 

4)  Executive committee, 46th Session general conclusion on International Protection, Excom conclusion No:7 (XLVI) 1991 contained in United Nations Genearl Assembly Document No. 124(4 / 50 / 12 / Add.1)

 

5)  Lomo, Zachary and Lucy Hovil, Negotiating  Peace. Resolution of conflicts in Uganda’s  West Nile Region , Refugee law Project working  paper No 14, February 2005.

 

6) Loescher, Gill, the UNHCR and World Politics: A pavilions  path Oxford , Oxford university Press , 2001

 

7) International journal of Refugee law, Oxford University press 2007 Inedited. 

 

8) Macchiavello, Nichela, Forced migrants as an under utilized asset: Refugee skills, live hoods and achievements in Kampala, Uganda , UNHCR, New issues in Refugees Research, working paper No. 95, October 2003

 

9) Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR Uganda,  strategy paper: self – reliance for Refugee hosting areas in Moyo, Arua and Adjumani Districts  1999  - 2005
Kampala, 1999

 

10)  UN Secretary Council, Resolution 1325(2000 Women, Peace and Security, (S/ RES / 1325)

 

11)  UNHCR, Development assistance  to Refugees (DAR) FOR Uganda self reliance strategy: way forward, report on the mission to Uganda, 14th to 20th of September 2003, RLSS / DOS Mission Report 03/ 11

 

12)  UNHCR, Handbook or procedures and criteria for determining refugees status under the 1951 convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the status of refugees, UNHCR Geneva 1979, re-directed January 1992 (HCR / IP / 4 / Eng / Rev 1)

 

13)   Refugee law Project working Paper No. 18”There are no refugees in this area” self settled refugees in Kiboko, November 2005.

 

14)  Resolution on problems  of refugees in Africa (Lagos, Nigeria, 24 – 29th February 1964) compendium of OUA instruments and texts on Refugees returnees and displaced persons in Africa 1963 – 1999, P 121.[image: image59.png]





Figure.  Statistic of the prevalence rate of HIV in Uganda�
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