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1. INTRODUCTION

Northern Uganda has been embroiled in the war for the two past decades.

A considerable number of women and girls have been victims of sexual and gender-based violence committed by state actors and military officers, and non-state actors within the family and the community.

The UN Committee on the Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women said that it was concerned by the high incidence of violence against women, such as rape, domestic violence, incest, marital rape, defilement, sexual harassment and other forms of sexual abuse against women in Uganda in 2002.
 

Therefore, the committee urged the government of Uganda to address the ‘persistent patriarchal patterns of behavior and the existence of stereotypes relating to the role of women in the home and society…..and which perpetuate direct and indirect discrimination against women. 

During the conflict widespread women’s rights violations were almost committed by the LRA against the civilian innocent .Women and children were all vulnerable.

ISIS-WICCE
 documented a considerable number of women who have been raped and other who were systematically abused.

Many years on, women and children have bearing the consequences of these crimes.

In June 2007, an agreement was signed between the LRA and the government of Uganda (GoU), undertook to take care of the survivors of human rights violations
s not yet put in practice.

According to Amnesty International 2008 report
 LRA has been reported to have abducted thousands of innocent civilian, including women and children; and have committed a number of other human rights violations, including unlawful killings, in the DR Congo, southern Sudan and the central Africa Republic.

Despite the Government of Uganda is signatory the UN CEDAW and it is solemnly a party to the Beijing Declaration and its platform of actions, women are still hopeless concerning peace.
During the 10th December march in Gulu district, women demonstrated against the abuses of their rights and expressed an urgent need or the Government to put in place an action plan, in consultation with them, to provide reparations, which addresses their pain.

In actual fact, Uganda has a comprehensive protection policy and statutory framework.

The framework is set out primarily in 1995 Ugandan Constitution, in a number

of international instruments to which the country is party and in domestic legislation

aimed at facilitating the implementation of principles espoused in the Constitution and

International instruments.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Uganda is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and committed to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Ugandan Constitution also prohibits sex discrimination. However human rights violations against women and girls are widespread in Uganda. 

In 2002 the CEDAW committee expressed concern about the high incidence of violence against women, such as domestic violence and rape. The committee called on the government to 

“ enact legislation on domestic violence, including marital rape, as soon as possible in order to ensure that violence against women and girls constitutes a criminal offence, that women and girls who are victims of violence have access to immediate means of redress and protection and that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished. The Committee also recommends gender-sensitive training for all public officials, in particular law enforcement personnel, the judiciary and health workers. The Committee recommends the establishment of counselling services for victims of violence; the implementation of public awareness campaigns, through the media and public education programmes, and the adoption of a zero tolerance policy on all forms of violence against women.”
Despite these recommendations made six years ago little progress has been made and the practical reality for refugee women is that justice is painfully rare and perpetrators regularly go unpunished. 

WODIDEF recorded numerous cases of women and girls being raped by state officials, including police and military as well as armed factions. In addition the general state of impunity for perpetrators enables sexual violence to proliferate with perpetrators coming from all walks of life. Victims are left to care for the social, economical and psychological consequences of these crimes. 

Although no study has yet been carried out to asses the number of rape survivors within refugee communities, local human rights NGOs continue to alert the international community to the magnitude of rape and other forms of human rights abuses against refugee  women in Uganda. Rape, forced prostitution, domestic sexual violence and trafficking of women expose women and girls in Uganda to HIV/AIDS. 

2. Overview of the 10th December campaign

Hundreds, even thousands across the globe, joined hands to show respect for women victims and survivors of gender-based violence, recognizing the growing number of organizations that help women victim sexual and other gender based violence, and more so to speak out against acts that can impair the woman dignity.

For this year, the theme was:" accountability on violence against our sister, wives, and daughters: men should make a difference to protect women's rights."

Uganda was not excluded from this event; several women's rights organizations mobilized hundreds of demonstrators in a colorful-morning march in Gulu district, from the city council of the district up to the common Ground in Gulu centre.

Indeed, the day was marked by a peaceful march around Gulu town, headed by the representatives of the women movements, human rights groups, civil society organizations, journalists, community based organizations and well wishers. Key speech was done by the executive director of the FIDHA-UGANDA, Ms. Mariah NASALI.

Many guests of honour were invited to join the campaign, such as; the minister of Gender, Labor and Social Affairs, the chief district, the religious leaders, the representatives of the Office of high Commissioner for human rights, the UNDP, the WPF, The UNHCR and others.

The 10th December, 2008, the 6oth anniversary of the Universal declaration of Human rights, spearheaded women coalition in Gulu district, men, women and children carrying handmade banners and placards call in the accountability on violence against women.

ISIS-WICCE as a party of the march delegated Ms. Monica NANTEGE and sponsored ten members of the organization women for Dignity and Development Foundation (WODIDEF) to raise refugee women's rights issues.
Mr. KAMONDO BYEMBA Aaron, a human rights defender and chairperson of the organization Women for Dignity and Development Foundation (WODIDEF)
WODIDEF, under the sponsorship of ISIS-WICCE, produced a special drama entitled “Dark Secrets” in collaboration with the women movement in Uganda on 10th December 2008. The overall message of the drama which was performed as a mock trial of the defilement of a 14 years old girl by a 48 years old woman, was to highlight the plight of women as victims of GBV and their struggle to obtain justice and the failure of the justice system to help stop violence against women. The drama was very interesting and meaningful, after the public had watched other cultural dances by the Gulu communities.

Uganda's 16 days campaign launch was the first time WODIDEF has been chosen, among refugee organizations in Uganda, to hold a public event in collaboration with the women movement in Uganda.

WODIDEF acknowledges the support from the ISIS-WICCE; this action had really shown the non discrimination between refugee women and nationals.

ISIS-WICCE, has upheld its commitment to include women refugees in their activities.

Only few organizations are absorbed in promoting women refugee's rights in Uganda.

The 10th December 2008 campaign sounded the bell of indignation for the perpetrators who callously women's rights.

3. Speech pronounced by the minister of Gender on the Government plan: Peace, Recovery and Development Plan for northern Uganda (PRDP)

The Government of Uganda made public a plan of three years between 2007 and 2009

This plan consists joint Government-donor funding, has the overall objective of "consolidating peace and security and laying foundation for recovery and development ` in the northern Uganda region (including areas affected by the conflict).

PRDP registers four strategic objectives as post-conflict reconstruction and development. These are:

· Consolidation of state authority ;

· Re-building and empowering communities;

· Revitalization of the economy;

· Peace building and Reconstruction;

Note that, adequate, effective and prompt reparation is intended to promote justice by redressing gross violations of international human rights law; as stated in the Principle 15 of the United Nations Basic principles and Guidelines on the rights to a remedy and Reparation: “Reparation should be proportional to the gravity of the violations and the harm suffered accordance with its domestic laws and international legal obligations , a State shall provide reparation to and  for acts or omissions which can be attributed to the State and constitute gross violations of international human rights law or serious violations of international humanitarian law.”
In cases where a person, a legal person, or other entity is found liable for repatriation to a victim, such par should provide reparation to the victim or compensate the State if the State has already provided reparation for the victim.'

In spite of the PRDP has been in force for more than one year, there has been not yet observed any effectiveness of the plan.

In her conclusion, the minister of Gender said that the Government will fulfill its commitments to provide reparations requires as scheduled.

4. CONCLUSION

Victims and survivors of sexual and other gender based violence committed during the conflict are still subjected to sufferings of these violations, many years after they were committed.

The population of northern Uganda hopes the little effort provided by the government in ensuring the efficiency and access to the reparations for those survivors and victims of armed-conflict and helps them to rebuild their lives.

We hope that, with the PRDP, can help the population in the northern Uganda, in as much as the estimate total cost of the plan, representing `investments over a period of three years is about 606,519USD dollars of which 31% is required in the first year, 30% and 39%, respectively required in the second and this years', stated the minister of Gender, Labour and Social affairs in her meaningful and hopeful speech.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of recommendations can be formulated to the Government of Uganda, including:

· Ensure that the PRDP is put in practice in a short while and brings solution to the civilian survivors aspect regarding the educational aspect ;emergency medical and psycho-social support; and counsel women survivors traumatized by sexual violence;

· Utilize the 1949 Geneva Convention as an important tool with a view to performing legislation as well as to ensure   that the perpetrators of abuses against women dignity are brought to an appropriate trial of fairness

· Set up an effective and impartial human rights ombudsman, to whose office victims and witnesses sexual and gender-based violence can report their matter and enable it to investigate all the fact and justice for remedy
· Ensure an effective accountability in the utilization of the PRDP fund.

· Acknowledge the memorandum presented by the women movement on the 10th December 2008.
Recommendation to the international community, including the United Nations, Key donors such as    the Justice Law Order sector (JLOS) donor group:

· Use their influence with government and armed group present in Uganda, whose forces are perpetrating rape and other human rights abuses against women and children in northern Uganda to end the practice;

· Urge the government of Uganda to implement safeguards for the prevention of torture and to build up a victim focused full reparation program and a psychological, medical and financial care for women survivors and victims
· Prevent all transfer of technology, training or other resources that could be used to perpetrate rape against women and children in northern Uganda;
· Encourage the International Criminal Court's Trust Fund for victims;
· Use all influence at the UN, to ensure that an international investigation law and other human rights treaties are set up and that a special jurisdiction is established to bring the perpetrators to justice  and to submit any perpetrator to an appropriate trial, according to international standards of fairness.

· Support the activities of women's rights NGO and civil society organizations in Uganda so that they can carry out their activities accordingly with a view to eradicating sexual and other gender-based violence against women in northern Uganda.
For more information contact:

WOMEN FOR DIGNITY AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION -WODIDEF
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� Uganda third periodic report on the implementation of the CEDAW


� Isis-WICCE: levering pain……


� The peace negotiation which have led to the signing of a number of agreement between the LRA and the government ,have  been  concluded but the signing  of a Final Peace Agreement ha


� Index: AFR 59/009/208 Amnesty international  world report 2008 





