Suva, Fiji Islands

Fiji's mobile women's community radio station - femTALK 89.2FM takes to the road again in the coming week as part of it's annual 16 days of activism against violence. The women's radio station is a key project of the women's media based NGO femLINKPACIFIC:

"Once again the rural consultations with local women leaders in Nausori, Nadi and for the first time in Savusavu will be an opportunity for femLINKPACIFIC to share information about the global campaign and offering a safe space for women to talk about their lives and issues. We are particularly keen to hear from women about what their perceptions are of the recent budget announcement by the military led interim administration;

"Of particular concern is that women's clothes and sanitary items are listed in the Fiji Times today (22 November) along with a whole host of goods which will experience a rise in price - not good for women and their families, and somewhat discriminatory actually. And while investment is being encouraged by tax benefits one hopes that there will be checks and balances in place to avoid worker exploitation."

femLINKPACIFIC is also concerned about the additional 15 million dollars allocation to the army bringing its annual budget allocation to 96.8 million compared to 76.3 million for the police force: "Through our rural consultations in 2007 and 2008 women have highlighted the need for a stronger police force to enhance personal security but it seems this is not being heard yet the 3FIR capacity is being increased."

