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16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence

November 25- December 10, 2008

Human Rights for Women – Human Rights for all: 

Celebrating 60 years of the Universal Declaration  of Human Rights

Swadhina is one of the early birds in this campaign, there were very few organizations in India who were observing this fortnight -mostly because not many people in India were aware of the movement till then. Gradually the scenario changed and the number of individuals, groups, organizations observing the fortnight has multiplied by leaps and bounds. This is a proof of the fact that the awareness level that was desired at the commencement of the movement has been achieved. And Swadhina feels proud to be one of pioneers of this movement in India.

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is being observed since 1991 under the active leadership of Centre for Women’s Global Leadership, Rutgers-USA. The movement was born to emphasize the belief that Women’s Rights and Human Rights go hand in hand and violation of Women’s Rights is in itself a violation of human rights.

This year the movement aims to focus on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which is considered the Bible of Human Rights. We, at Swadhina, have long believed that to make Human Rights movement successful it is important to actively fight for Women’s Rights. We are also enclosing some documents on the theme for your reflection.

Swadhina is organizing a number of events during the Campaign period in several parts of the country where Swadhina is active. You are cordially invited to participate in an event near you. Alternatively, please join one of the campaigns arranged by other organisations nearby, to emphasise the point:

Women are the Power, Women are the Strength.

Swadhina Events:

Date                                           Event                                             Place           

25.11.2008           Wearing Solidarity Ribbon         Kolkata, Garbeta Midnapore, (West Bengal)    

                                                                             Ghatsila, Bondih (E.Singbhum, Jharkhand)

                                                                             Colachal (KK Dist, Tamil Nadu)

26.11.2008           Women’s Rally                        Garbeta Midnapore Dist. West Bengal

27.11.2008           Women’s Rally                        Bondih, E. Singbhum, Jharkhand

29.11.2008           Women’s Health Camp           Kuchia, E. Singbhum, Jharkhand

30.11.2008           Essay Contest                        Ghatsila, E. Singbhum, Jharkhand

3.12.2008             Women’s Rally                       Colachel, K K Dist, Tamil Nadu

4.12,2008             Public Meet & Poster        

                             Exhibition                                Layadih, E Singbhum, Jharkhand

5.12.2008             Women’s Health Camp          Noari, Garbeta, Midnapore Dist, West Bengal                          

7.12.2008             Public Meet                            Ghatsila, E Singbhum, Jharkhand

10.12.2008           Meet on Human Rights          Kolkata, West Bengal

Thanks !   Smriti Sarkar, Campaign Co-ordinator, Swadhina
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