TAANGH WASAIB ORGANIZATION: Organizational Brief 

History:

In December 1998-just 9 years ago- a group of 25 students, teachers and professors from district Sargodha gathered to hold discussions on core social issues to understand underlying problems, with the aim to promote communal harmony, gender equality and respect for human rights. The group took another two years before the organization started to assume a legal and organizational form. Viewed from this perspective, Taangh is still a young organization that continues to grow, evolve and transform. And, not surprisingly it has experienced some growing pains. Keeping this relative youth in mind what Taangh has managed to achieve in short time is significant. Currently it’s operating in 4 districts of Punjab and 3 districts of NWFP. 
Mission statement: To create an enabling environment for non-discrimination, equal rights and access to equal opportunities by raising awareness through public education.

Strategic objectives:

· To raise awareness on the principle of non-discrimination, fundamentals freedoms and international human rights Instruments.

· To work for communal harmony at all levels by erecting and propagating indigenous examples of peaceful co-existence rooted in our history and culture.

· To work for the promotion of literacy

· To help women for empowering them in all (socio-political and legal) systems.
Main sectors of intervention 

TWO has following main sectors of intervention and has gender specific strategies in each sector.

· Human Rights Education( to encourage teachers to introduce human rights education in schools)

· Peace Education (to facilitate women in identifying their role in peace building)

· Women Empowerment (addressing issues of violence against women)

· Volunteerism (capacitating and involving female volunteers in TWO’s work) 
· Formal and Informal Education (to take initiatives for girl child education and co-education 

TWO was established in 1998/ Registered under Trust Act 1882 in March 2000 and later on registered under Societies Act XX1 of 1860 in September 2003. It has a vibrant network of more than nine hundred volunteers from Sargodha, Khushab, Mianwali, Peshawar, Kohat and Bannu Districts.
Previous activities of TWO-few glimpses
TWO has been operating in Sargodha, Khushab, Mianwali, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu since 1998 undertaking focused activities for fostering the culture of peace and interfaith harmony, empowering women for their rights and promotion of volunteerism with funding to date from SAP-Pakistan, CRS-Pakistan, STEP Foundation Switzerland, Action Aid Pakistan, CMC Holland, Misereor Germany, Trocaire-Ireland , US embassy Pakistan and EED-Germany. 

Under its different projects TWO has;

· Developed 16 publications on peace, volunteerism and human rights issues including a training manual on peace and a training manual on volunteerism. It has been coming up with its issue based quarterly newsletter since 1999. 
· Made arrangements for training of staff. TWO staff got trainings at national as well as international level institution 

· In the area of human rights staff got trainings from Forum Asia Bangkok, NCJP< DCHD and Human Rights Commission of Pakistan

· In the area of peace the staff got peace training at Mindanao Peace Institute Philippine. The staff also has a rare opportunity of getting training of “local capacities for Peace and DO NO HARM Frame work” introduced first time in Pakistan last year. Furthermore TWO three staff members got training on composite heritage from Bangladesh. Currently director TWO is doing his masters in PEACE EDUCATION from European Peace University Austria. This trained staff has been holing different training workshops to capacitate the communities.

· In the area 
· Organized dialogues, seminars and study circle meetings on the themes of peace &communal harmony, human rights and volunteerism.

· To date TWO’s volunteers gave more than 50 performances of theatre, mimes and Sufi music in urban and rural areas mostly in far-flung villages to spread the massage of peace based on mysticism and indigenous wisdom.

In acknowledgement of its peace efforts, 
· Villager media Canada depicted TWO’s work in its documentary “Dream for Peace”. Furthermore, 
· TWO’s General Secretary for her remarkable work on the issue of violence against women is included in the list of 1000 peace women who were nominated for Noble Pease Prize 2005.

