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16 days activities in Austria
2008

Flag day
In 2001, Terre des femmes a German non-profit human rights organisation designed a special flag entitled “live freely – without violence”. The flag has become a useful and popular tool for the 16 day campaign. In general, the flag is hoisted on November 25th in different places on the initiative of feminist or human rights organisations, local authorities, universities etc. 
In Austria we adopted the idea of the flag day in 2003. As Austria and Germany share a common language, it was quite easy to transfer the flag day to our country: Everybody interested can buy the flag via Terre des femmes.  In 2008 approx. 250 flags were hoisted all over the country.
Find enclosed a variety of pictures illustrating the flag day. (You may be astonished to see police officers on some of the pictures. In Austria, legislation for protection against domestic violence is based on police intervention to protect the victims and evict the perpetrator from home. Therefore, women’s shelters and other women’s services have established professional and well-intentioned relationship with the police.)
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	The Austrian Minister for Women’s Affaires
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	Local initiative (Lower Austria)
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	Austrian Women’s Shelter Network – staff
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	Local initiative (Burgenland)
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	Vienna’s city councillor for Women’s Issues on the left, and other representatives of the City of Vienna
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	Local initiative (Salzburg)


Event-Calendar
The Austrian Women’s Shelter Network has been gathering the 16 days activities all over Austria and has published them in an event-calendar that is available in print as well as online. The print calendar was published for the 3rd year in a row, the online version is available on the internet: http://www.aoef.at/tagegegenGewalt/index.htm 
Press conference in co-operation with Unifem
In order to highlight the lack of women’s rights in Austria and all over the world, the Austrian Women’s Shelter Network invited the local press to a joint media event with the Austrian national committee for Unifem on Decembre 10th (60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of human Rights).  
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Find more about the Austrian 16 days acitivities online: http://www.aoef.at/tagegegenGewalt/index.htm 
Background
Austrian women’s shelters have been joining the 16 days campaign since 1992. The Austrian Women’s Shelter Network welcomed the idea of the campaign from the beginning and encouraged women’s shelters to participate and develop local activities. The Network’s task is to co-ordinate the different events and to transmit them to the Austrian media - along with the idea of the 16 days campaign.

The Austrian Women’s Shelter Network is an affiliation of women working in the autonomous women’s shelters and was founded in 1988. The network is a non-profit organisation and is funded by subsidies, research contracts and donations.
The network is working in the field of violence prevention (violence against women and children, domestic violence). It’s main tasks are: providing information for different target groups, public relations, campaigning, networking, training and further education, research.
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