21 November 2008, Chisinau, Moldova. 
By Florence Sécula, volunteer at Casa Marioarei.
CASA MARIOAREI: STOP VIOLENCE

On 18 September 2008, the Law on Prevention and Combating Domestic Violence, adopted earlier this year by the Moldovan Parliament, entered into force. It establishes a long-awaited legal and organizational basis for activities to prevent and combat violence in the family. Among others, it defines the competencies of psycho-social centres for emergency placement and rehabilitation of victims of family violence
. 

In this respect, this law sends a strong signal towards the creation of more institutions vested with the functions to prevent and combat violence in the family, in a country where, as of now, exists only one shelter of this kind, dedicated to victims of domestic violence. 

The “Refugiul Casa Marioarei” has started its activities in 2004, upon its creation by the former Fist Lady Antonina Luchinskoj. With an accommodation capacity for 25 people, it offers up to one month of temporary emergency housing for women and their children who suffered from physical, psychological, sexual or economical violence from the partner, husband or any other member of the family. Emergency material assistance such as food, basic sanitary products for women and their children, is provided to beneficiaries upon their arrival to the shelter. 

Under 24/24 police protection, “Refugiul Casa Marioarei” also offers a complete range of free services - legal, social, medical and psychological assistance - to beneficiaries of the shelter and also to women who may not be resident of the center but who find themselves in a difficult situation. A team of social workers, legal assistant and psychologists jointly work with beneficiaries to overcome the crisis situation, to help them find a job and accommodation, and to alleviate the destructive consequences of violence. The professionals at Casa Marioarei also collaborate with authorities and other civil society organizations to arrange, as appropriate, the placement of children in children’s houses or to support a divorce procedure. 


A much needed hot-line for assistance to victims of domestic violence is available country-wide and provides confidential information, counseling and orientation towards other services available to victims. An important step forward in Casa Marioarei’s activities has been this year to start replicating this model of victim assistance into selected villages throughout the country, with the aim of offering the same services to the victims living in the countryside.

Another aspect of the intervention of Casa Marioarei is the work with “aggressors”. If both husband and wife consent to it, they may have couple therapy with the psychologist to find out the origin of the crisis in the family. When therapy is not enough to solve the problem, the staff at Casa Marioarei may recommend or orient the violent partner towards detoxification programmes when alcoholism or drugs are provoking the violent fits. A follow-up of the beneficiaries’ situation is done after they leave the shelter in order to assess the impact of the shelter activities in terms of support to the victims and mitigation of violence.

At last, Casa Marioarei is also actively involved in raising general public awareness on domestic violence. It regularly organizes informational campaign in schools and high schools and conduct seminars for lawyers, policemen and psychologist in order to sensitize these various parties with the appropriate treatment of victims or with the impact of violence on children. More recently, the legal component of Casa Marioarei has been involved in the design of the national implementation framework of the new anti-violence law.

In a country where more than 25% of Moldova’s women over 15 years of age have experienced domestic violence
, “Refugiul Casa Marioarei” has only been providing an ad-hoc emergency response to this phenomenon of domestic violence. It is to be hoped that the recent law and renewed political commitment will enable wider exchanges of experience in this area, so as to establish proper network collaboration between state and civil society organizations committed to fight violence in the family. 
� Cf. article 14 of the Law on Preventing and Combating Violence in the Family, <http://www.stopvaw.org/sites/3f6d15f4-c12d-4515-8544-26b7a3a5a41e/uploads/Draft_law_-_OSCE_Translation.doc>, as of 17/11/2008.


� 2005 statistics from UNFPA





