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November 25th 2008 – International Day Against Violence Against Women

Theme:   “Human Rights for Women ↔ Human Rights for All”
The year 2008 marks 60 years since the United Nations’ approval of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the first step in the establishment of a legal system mandating inalienable rights for all people.  Under this system, governments, institutions and social actors have the duty not only to acknowledge and respect universal human rights but also to promote them actively and guarantee their enjoyment.  Indeed, each and every one of us is called to uphold this ethical and moral imperative.

Nonetheless, in the 60 years since the Declaration was approved, this right has been generally absent from women’s daily lives, which are permeated by different expressions of violence throughout their life cycle, whether in intimate relationships, in families, in school or in the workplace, among other arenas. In other words, violence against women occurs in both private and public spheres and is directly linked to socially constructed gender roles that place women in a position of subordination, discrimination and disempowerment.

In 1999, the United Nations officially recognized November 25th as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.  This date recalls the state-executed violence that took place in the Dominican Republic, in 1960, when agents of Trujillo’s dictatorship violently assassinated three sisters, Patricia, Minerva and Maria Teresa Mirabal.  The Mirabal sisters were political activists; visible symbols of the resistance to Trujillo’s regime.  Their assassination was one of the events that galvanized the movement to end this dictatorship.  The last day of the campaign is December 10th, International Human Rights Day.

Human Rights cannot be universal without human rights for women. The UDHR60 campaign offers an opportunity to advocate for women’s rights and the quest to end gender inequality, and to create a world free from violence, discrimination and injustice. These are critical to building a just, peaceful and sustainable world where human rights for all are respected. Over the past 60 years, women have created groundbreaking global and local efforts to challenge gender inequality and feminist approaches to human rights are being developed and sued around the world. Women’s advocacy has brought about pioneering change in areas such as education, health, law, and political participation – and, in interpretations of human rights framework itself. The global frameworks for realizing women’s rights have ben spelled out in the Women’s Convention (CEDAW), and in documents from other UN processes, such as the Vienna Human Rights Declaration, the Cairo Programme of Action, the Beijing Platform for Action, the Millennium Development Goals, and the World Summit. Women have successfully demanded state political will to create meaningful change, but the implementation and resources to fulfill these promises are still lacking.

The campaign celebrated every November 25th to December 10th by women’s organizations globally are founded upon the following concepts:

· Women have the right to live a life free of violence.  Violence against women is therefore a violation of their basic human rights.

· Violence against women always has a serious impact on a woman’s physical and mental health, and should be considered as a public health problem of the highest priority.

· Women should have access to information and advice on laws and other instruments that protect them and how to take advantage of these.

· Women victims of violence should receive prompt, sensitive and empathic care from all those responsible for treating them.

· Gender-based violence must be faced with a multidisciplinary and multi-sectoral approach; and society as a whole must be committed to its eradication.

Domestic violence will only stop when everyone in society accepts that violence against women is a crime and services are extended to give women options to get out of abusive situations (e.g. sensitive police and court officials; police protection; timely access to justice; shelters for battered women).

Violence against women affects everyone, not only its direct victims.  When a mother is abused, her children suffer; when a girl is abused, her parents and other relatives are affected; every time a woman is hurt, her whole community feels the ripples of trauma. 

Stop The Violence Now!!! Protect Our Women and Children!!! Let’s Save a Family !!!Every Human Has Rights!!!
Tara Ramoutar, 

National Representative, CAFRA T&T 











