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End HIV & Violence Against Women.




Women and girls are at a heightened risk of HIV infection as a result of their economic, social, political, and sexual subordination, and also because of high rates of violence and sexual assault perpetrated against them. Violence against women and girls intensifies in situations of conflict and emergencies. Women, especially in Africa, suffer disproportionately as they continue to be targeted in countries in and emerging from civil strife, armed conflict or disaster. Inequality between men and women is in turn reinforced by the HIV&AIDS pandemic – women and girls bear the disproportionate burden of care and they may also be targeted for violence and/or be dispossessed and further impoverished as a result of their HIV status. In addition we know that women and girls do not have equal access to health services, including HIV services, increasing their risk of infection manifold.  The Women Won’t Wait coalition seeks to ensure that women’s human rights, specifically their right to be free of violence, is placed at the center of all AIDS responses. 

We feel real commitments on the issues of violence against women and on the feminization of the AIDS epidemic from member nations of the G8 are long overdue. We expect that the upcoming G8 summit will ensure that attention is directed to HIV & AIDS in relation to women’s experience and in relation to violence, in particular.  

We know that violence against women and girls is an incessant, endemic and gross violation of all women’s and girls’ human rights that requires urgent action from all, in and of itself and when it intersects with HIV&AIDS. We anticipate that G8 member nations will demonstrate their commitment to women’s human rights and ensure action is taken now to protect and fulfill women’s rights especially in the context of HIV&AIDS by promoting policies and negotiating positions that would ensure adequate health care, education, legal services, gender sensitive and rights based AIDS interventions.   
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CALL TO ACTION

The G8 must: 

· Prominently underscore that violence against women and girls is a major driver and consequence of HIV&AIDS, reiterating that violence against women and girls is a human rights crisis, and that the fight against one epidemic--HIV&AIDS--cannot be won without tackling the other epidemic—gender-based violence.  

· Increase current funding for programmes to prevent and redress violence against women and girls to at least 10% of AIDS funding per year among the G8 countries in addition to broader and increased investment in sexual and reproductive health and rights; and to promote empowerment of women and girls as an integral and indivisible part of any AIDS response, whether these be focused on prevention, treatment, or care.  Given the evidence, it is clear that every strategy, program, and intervention aimed at stemming the spread of HIV and expanding access to prevention, treatment, care and support must integrally address issues of violence, stigma, and discrimination that fuel this epidemic or we will continue to lose ground. 
· Underscore their commitment to ending violence against women and stemming the HIV pandemic by making public their financial and policy commitments, and call for attention and concrete action by all to the intersection of violence against women and girls and HIV&AIDS. 
· Establish concrete targets on the elimination of violence against women and girls as a part of the Universal Access Process.  Such steps will require first and foremost increased funding to collect baseline data on the extent, nature, and drivers of violence against women in specific settings, and to provide ample and flexible funding to address these factors.

· Deliver a funding plan for their commitment to universal access to AIDS treatment, prevention, and care and fill the $8-10 billion annual funding gap and ensure full and predictable funding of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM).
· Achieve universal access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services by 2010 to reduce the spread of HIV, maternal mortality and morbidity and eliminate the disproportionate burden on women’s lives and health as well as other adverse outcomes of coerced unprotected sex.
· Support universal access to comprehensive sexuality education for all women and young people by 2010.

· Dramatically strengthen the health and legal sectors responses to gender-based violence and all human rights violations related to HIV/AIDS including but not limited to violence, stigma, and discrimination.  All prevention, treatment and care programs should include relevant programmatic responses to violence against women and girls, and all health care workers doing direct delivery should be trained in screening and referral for violence and abuse.  We would ostensibly not support the deployment of health care workers improperly trained to deliver medically sound advice on prevention, treatment, or care, but in fact they are ill-trained if they are unable to assess risks so critical to the very survival of women in many settings.
· Make ending all forms of violence against women and girls a central aspect of all bilateral and multilateral strategies including but not limited to HIV programs.  This includes among other things establishing systemic approaches to legal reforms, efforts to end child marriage, educate girls, establish women’s property and inheritance rights and their financial and legal security in situations of divorce or widowhood, ensure equal access to education and employment opportunities, dramatically increase funding for programs to change social and cultural norms that support violence against women, increasing women’s ability to negotiate safer sex, and also increasing their immediate access to essential services.

· Achieve Universal Access to PMTCT+ services by 2010 by fully supporting and funding national PMTCT+ plans. 

Women Won’t Wait  is an international coalition of organizations and networks from the global South and North committed to, and working for many years to promote, women’s health and human rights in the struggle to comprehensively address HIV and AIDS and end all forms of violence against women and girls. Women Won’t Wait seeks to accelerate effective responses to the linkages of violence against all women and girls and the spread of HIV by tracking and, where necessary, calling for changes in the policies, programming and funding streams of national governments and international multilateral and bilateral donor and technical agencies. 
The Women Won’t Wait campaign has released a report: “Show Us the Money:  is violence against women on the HIV&AIDS donor agenda?” that analyses the policies, programming and funding patterns of the four largest public donors to HIV&AIDS. The report (available at www.womenwontwait.org) is the first step in an effort by this coalition to monitor the policies, programmes, and funding streams of international agencies and national governments, and to hold these agencies accountable to basic health and human rights objectives.
For more information about the Women Won’t Wait campaign, please contact: Neelanjana.mukhia@actionaid.org    
Members of the “Women Won’t Wait – End HIV and Violence Against Women. Now.” campaign:

Action Aid; African Women’s Development and Communications Network (FEMNET); Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID); Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL); Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE); Fundación para Estudio e Investigación de la Mujer (FEIM); GESTOS-Soropositividade, Comunicação & Gênero; International Community of Women Living with HIV&AIDS Southern Africa (ICW-Southern Africa); International Women’s AIDS Caucus; International Women’s Health Coalition (IWHC); Latin American and Caribbean Women’s Health Network; Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA); Program on International Health and Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health; SANGRAM; United Nations Fund for Women (UNIFEM); VAMP; and Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA).
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