May 16th 2008

Press Release
University in Exile Award for Wanda Nowicka

On May 16th Wanda Nowicka – Polish feminist and human rights activist - received prestigious the University in Exile Award granted by the New School – the University in New York. 

The University-In-Exile Award was established to commemorate the distinctive heritage of The New School and to recognize individuals and groups who’s actions, public service, or writing have helped advance the cause of democracy and human rights.  

Nowicka received the Award in recognition of her engagement in the struggle for women’s reproductive rights, both, in Poland and in international arena. She is a cofounder of ASTRA – Central and Eastern European Women’s Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights. 

During the Commencement Ceremony New School President Bob Kerrey stated: 
“In a long tradition, The New School has honored justice fighters in adversarial relationships with their repressive governments, and we have
a special and treasured history of such support to Polish dissidents. We
are proud to honor you for what you do at home and how you carry that
work out into the world. For your dedication to increased freedom for
women; to human, sexual, and reproductive rights; and to the growth of
democratic institutions, it is The New School’s great honor to bestow
upon you its University in Exile Award."

During the Commencement President also conferred honorary degrees on  sociologist Zygmunt Bauman; urban strategist Majora Carter, theater director Elizabeth LeCompte; and management educator Henry Mintzberg. 

The year before the University in Exile Award was granted to Shirin Ebadi - 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner.  

The New School is notorious for undertaking in 1933 an unusual rescue mission.  It established a University-In-Exile as a refuge for scholars who were being driven out of their position by Europe’s new fascist governments.  For reasons of religion, nationality, and political ideology, the governments of middle Europe persecuted many of their most distinguished minds.  During that period of barbarism, The New School rescued over 170 scholars and their families.  

In the past faculty members included Bertrand Russell, Hannah Arendt, Erich Fromm, Jacques Derrida. 
