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For Best Undergraduate Term Papers on Asia  
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Papers submitted for consideration should be in English, deal with an Asia-related topic, range 
between 15 and 20 pages (exclusive of title page, notes, and list of references; Times Roman, 12 
point, double-spaced, 1” side and top margins) and employ a consistent style of documentation 
(Chicago, MLA, APA).  Only papers written for a regular one-semester course can be accepted. 
 
The Griffis essay competition is named after the distinguished Rutgers alumnus William Elliot 
Griffis (1843-1928), a pioneer in Japanese studies and international education.  Griffis’s interest 
in Japan dates back to his student days at Rutgers when he tutored and befriended Kusakabe 
Taro who was among the first Japanese students to study at an American university.  Griffis’s 
The Mikado’s Empire (1876) remained for a long time the standard work on the early 
modernization of Japan.  For more detailed information on Griffis and the Griffis Collection, see 
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/libs/scua/griffis/griff.shtml. 
 
  Open to all undergraduate students at Rutgers University 
 

Submit two copies to: 
Asian Studies Program 

School of Arts and Sciences 
Scott Hall, Room 330 

      College Avenue Campus 
 

DEADLINE:  TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2008 


