http://www.classguide.net/rutgers/forums/forumdisplay.php?s=&forumid=176


Mentoring Forum Exercise

Please complete this task before we next meet on September 27 (but you will probably want to wait until the week of September 20th or so before you do it).

In order to help you develop more familiarity with online forums before we discuss them, I am asking you to look closely at the type of writing that goes on in the Rutgers Writing Program forums and to use a forum set up for our group to write a bit about what you see.

Instructions:

1. Go the main forums for Expository Writing and click around a bit, reading student postings and teacher’s questions:
http://www.classguide.net/rutgers/forums/forumdisplay.php?s=&forumid=1

2. Go to our forum at:
http://www.classguide.net/rutgers/forums/forumdisplay.php?s=&forumid=176

3. Log in (at the bottom of the screen) or register with the “register” button near the top if this is your first visit.

4. Respond to the first forum posting (basically this message posted online).

5. Write your response and post it.

6. Respond to someone else's point by replying to it or quoting it.

Questions for Thinking and Writing:

I would like you to write about what you observe and raise any questions that interest you.  If you are wondering where to start, though, here are some questions you might want to explore:

· How do discussions in the forums compare to those in the classroom?  Do you find examples in the forums of discourses that might typically be excluded from the classroom?   How do members of the forum regulate each other's behavior in that space?

· Do students write for each other or for the teacher, or do you think a little of both?  Are students writing in the forum purely for the grade, in your view, or are they independently finding meaning and value there?  How are students putting the forums to their own uses?


· How do students treat each other in the forums?  Are they equals, allies, antagonists, friends, or something else?  Do you see reciprocity or exchange among students?  


· Do you see good uses of the forums by teachers?  What sort of questions do you find most effective and why?

· What is your overall impression of the value of the forums?  Do you see problems there?  How might those problems be addressed?

