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Online Forums Have Lots of Advantages over Traditional Methods

· Online forums create nearly 100% participation.

· Forums encourage preparation and thus improve in-class participation.

· Forums make participation more measurable, so it becomes a less subjective or personal part of the grade.

· Forums help students begin the process of analysis before class, so class discussion can go further than usual.

· Forums help students get a wide variety of perspectives.

· Forums help students prepare for writing their papers by making connections between works.

· They take the place of quizzes and tests that generally focus on retention of information.  Instead, the forum gets us focused on analysis.

· Forums allow students to shape class discussion.

· Forums are a great way of collaborating on constructing a reading; they aid us in the sharing of information and insight.

· Forums help students to start seeing themselves as writing for a larger public – not just for the teacher, but also for the class and even the larger world.

· Forums encourage students to develop their computer literacy skills.

· Forums are a less nerve-racking way than papers to get students to write, and they thus help break down writer’s block by encouraging students to think of writing as a form of conversation.

· The forums can help to create a sense of community in the classroom.

· Forums make it possible for everyone to get immediate feedback on their ideas from others in the class, since the teacher can’t possibly respond to everyone.

Students Think Forums Are Helpful 

Comments from Student Evaluations of “Work & Society,” Spring 2001

I really liked the internet component of the course.  Many times students will not participate in class, leaving no room for anything but the professor’s lecture.  The forums made for total class participation and then our class discussions and lectures were based around [the forum postings].  The prof actually used the arguments in the forum as the basis for class discussion and so in this way we decided what the class was to be about.  It was a wonderful and innovative use of the internet and its resources.

The forums were a great way of getting a head start on class discussion.  I like reading into things and it was enlightening to hear what other people depicted from the books we read.

I liked the online forum – it was interesting to be able to see what people were writing about – that offered me new ways to look at the texts.

I liked the forum online.  I felt it was helpful when I was preparing my RD [rough draft] for the final paper.

I thought the forum postings were very useful – it provided an interactive lesson about the reading outside of the classroom.  It also forced us to analyze the texts as we read so we were prepared for our posting.

I really liked that there were not any tests or quizzes that were trivial.  The forums were an excellent way to keep people, including myself, reading on schedule.  I liked how the forums gave ideas and opinions on the texts and helped the class seem more unified.

I believe the online forum was a useful way to begin thinking about the course texts.  I would say the class overall was noticeably more prepared for discussion than the average English class at RU.  The forum idea has lots of merit, and I would like to see it utilized more extensively in the English Department.  They also encourage debate.

I did like the forum postings because you were able to see the point of view of many other students.  Also they weren’t quite papers, yet they still made you write.

The forums were very helpful.  It was good to be able to see what the other students’ opinions are because it helps not only to broaden your own horizons, but also even if you didn’t quite get an idea or something it helped you to figure out or see things from another point of view.

I think that using the internet to promote discussion was a great idea.  It was great to have another medium introduced to the classroom.  

The online aspect was extremely effective for further understanding of the material covered – plus it was not difficult to use.

The online component of this class proved very helpful.  Instead of trying to take notes on the many perspectives in the class, they are available to me 24/7 online.  This helped in my development of my essay.

The online component of the class I did not like at first because I was not very computer-literate.  But I learned about computers more and lost my phobia toward technology altogether, all because of the online component of this course.

I’m kind of torn about the whole on-line posting thing: on the one hand, it was a pain in the butt to do; on the other hand, it was really interesting to see classmates’ responses to the readings. 

I found the online component to be very helpful and innovative.  I work for a large Pharmaceutical company doing their intranet design and we implemented a similar system in our company to help promote collaboration.  We found the system to be very helpful for increasing work efficiency and intellectual sharing.  So I think that using online posting forums in the classroom is the way to go.

