Sample Assignments for the 101 Cross-Section Forum

Post a Response

This is the most helpful thing you can do to encourage discussion on our forum.  Complete the following online tasks (no more than 30-45 minutes):

· Register as a user of the Writing Program’s Forums (if you have not done so already).  I have attached the two-page quick start guide to registering with this assignment.  Simply go to http://www.classguide.net/rutgers/forums/ and click the “register” button near the top right of the screen to get started.

· Explore the forums and post a response: 

· Go to the 101 Cross-Section Forum at http://www.classguide.net/rutgers/forums/forumdisplay.php?s=&forumid=166 and read what people have written.  

· Find a question that a student has posted about a reading you know.

· Use the “Post Reply” or “Quote” features to respond to the student’s question.

· Respond by finding a quotation from the reading from The New Humanities Reader.  Type out the quote in your response, and explain how the quotation might offer some insight into the question asked by the student.  

· You might also ask questions (perhaps provocative questions) to encourage the student to return to the text for further exploration.

· Be sure to “submit” your reply to the forum.

Ask a Question

If you are struggling with the reading yourself, try posting a question to the Cross-Section Forum.  Press the “new thread” button to the upper right of the screen.  A new screen will open up where you can write your question.  Be sure to indicate which essay you are reading in the subject line.  Then write out your question, and be sure to press the “submit new thread” button at the bottom of the screen when you are done.  A good thread title will attract attention and encourage people to respond.

Take a Poll

To post a poll, do exactly what you would do to “Ask a Question” but then be sure to click the “Yes, post a poll!” option near the bottom of the form and choose the number of options you want to offer.  Then follow the instructions on the screen to finish your poll.

Try Out an Idea

Do you think you have an original idea about the readings?  Why not try starting a new thread and see what people think?  Be sure to give your thread a catchy title that might interest people.  A controversial or original response to the readings is likely to generate some interesting feedback.  Be prepared to use responses to help you explore you ideas further – the more you discuss your ideas in the forum, the longer they will remain near the top of the discussion board and draw attention from others.  Remember: all responses are useful responses because they keep your idea in play.  If you receive negative responses, try to respond rationally and engage them in discussion by explaining your ideas further.  Don’t be put off by seemingly hostile responses.  Instead, treat them as an opportunity to defend your idea rationally and thus recruit people to help you explore it further.
