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Since we have already had a chance to do peer review on our essays, today I want to engage in some follow-up activities to guide you through the process of revising your essay on your own. One of the best ways to get started on revising is to try to write out a paragraph where you describe exactly what you think you are trying to argue in your paper. In other words, what's your overall point? Or, as we teachers often say, "what's your thesis?" 

What I want you to do in the forum today, before you move on to other directed revision activities, is to post a reply to this message that answers the question, "what's your thesis in Essay #5? and how do all of the writers you are going to discuss fit into that thesis?" Write as much as you can, and be as clear as you can -- and try to write a full paragraph that mentions all the writers we are discussing. For most of you, what you write here will be the basis for your first paragraph in your essay, where you should try to forecast your argument for your reader so as to guide him or her through your paper (though you might still revise it later). For others, this might still be a preliminary step in revision, and you may need to revisit the way you'd describe your argument once you have a better idea of just what you are trying to say in your essay.... 

So write that paragraph right now, doing the best job you can. 

Once you are done with that, start revising your essay, using either of the two Tutorama exercises as your guide (either Week 8 or Week 10). 

Remember to save your work -- and don't forget to take your disk with you!!! 

Remember also that the essay is due on Monday, in class or before class. We will have no formal class meeting that day, but you might want to come to class to get the next assignment that day. For those who don't come to class on Monday, Assignment #6 will be posted on line. Good luck. 
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