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Handout #18 (distributed in class, October 23) 
Midterm Self-Assessment 
Due by Wednesday, October 25, at 4:00 p.m. 
Reread your first three papers, along with my comments. Once you're done, write a short "report" to me via e-mail (send it to goeller@rci.rutgers.edu) evaluating your portfolio and thinking about things you can do to improve. I will respond before the next paper is due. 
Try to give a thoughtful and honest assessment. To do this well should probably take from forty minutes to an hour of your time. 
Consider the following questions in making your self-evaluation: 
· What have you learned in this class about college writing that differs from what you had thought or learned before? 
· What do you consider to be your greatest strengths as a writer? What things are you doing well? 
· What are your weaknesses? What do you need to work on in future papers? 
· Compare your weakest paper with your best paper so far. What things are you doing in your best paper that you were not doing in the weakest paper? What improvements have you made that can help you in future papers? 
· Is there anything you feel a bit confused about and wish I'd explain again? Are there any remarks I've made in class or on your papers that you have not understood? Is there anything you're concerned about as relates to the class? 
· What concrete steps do you think you can take to improve your performance in the class? 
· What class activities or exercises have been the most helpful in improving your writing? Can you suggest any activities you'd like us to engage in, or things you'd like us to do or cover in class? 

