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Small Group Activities

Expository Writing is intended to make students into active readers and interpreters of texts.  You should therefore generally avoid lecturing and instead find ways to get students to work at making meaning during class time in a discussion and workshop format.  The best way to facilitate student work in class is to create activity worksheets for your students.  These activities should get students to collaborate with their peers as they work to make sense of the text and to prepare for writing their essays.  Their collaborative work should end with a member of each group presenting their findings to the class as a whole (thus fulfilling a portion of the oral presentation requirement).

Small group activities can take many forms.  Here are some standard categories:

· Rereading.  A good activity to introduce a new reading, especially early in the term, is to have students work through basic questions about the text that encourage them to reread the essay and begin to comprehend it. 

· Picturing.  A good way to get students to understand a text and be able to talk about it in their own terms is by having them make a “mental map” of important terms, assumptions, or ideas in the text.  Once they have a good spatial and holistic understanding of the text, students are better able to discuss it using their own language and to grasp its larger meaning. 

· Reviewing.  Every essay must have a draft, and every draft must get students involved in reviewing each other’s work.  The most successful peer review sessions are guided by Peer Review Sheets that ask reviewers to perform specific tasks and make notes for the writer.

· Sampling.  Teachers should always collect and review students’ drafts during peer review sessions.  Copies of student drafts (with names removed) can then be incorporated into classroom activities as a way of discussing writing strategies.  You can also use successful final drafts to talk about good writing.

· Connecting.  Once students have developed their reading comprehension skills, they can begin to make connections within and among the essays.  At the end of each essay in the reader you will find “Questions for Making Connections within the Reading” and “Questions for Making Connections Between Readings” which offer good models of questions to encourage connective work with the text(s).

· Quoting.  Students need to learn how to incorporate textual evidence responsibly into their papers.  Classroom activities that make students work with quotations from the text – either chosen by the teacher or by students themselves – are an effective way to accomplish that goal.  Teachers should use such activities as an opportunity to reflect on how best to choose, introduce, and discuss quotes, striving always to create conversation with others.  

· Correcting.  Students need to work on grammar in 101.  They can do so in the context of revising sample student drafts, correcting sentences on worksheets, or giving presentations on specific issues covered by the grammar text.  Student presenters should be encouraged to develop handouts or activities to accompany their presentations to the class.

Rereading Activity

Instructions:

Work alone for 15 minutes to answer any three of the following questions, taking notes in the spaces below.  I will then ask you to join a group to work together for 30 minutes to answer three of the questions, finding at least one short quote or passage (with a page citation) that helps to answer it.  Before the time is up you should elect someone from your group (who has not presented before) to present your findings to the class.

Answer these questions about Mary Kaldor’s “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control”:

1. What is the relationship between “modern war” and the development of “modern states”?

2. How does “new war” differ from “modern war”?

3. What does Kaldor mean by the term “netforce”?

4. What is “casualty-free war” and why does Kaldor find this development troubling?

5. What is “peacekeeping” and how does it differ from “war”?   

6. What is “humanitarian intervention” and what promises does it hold for Kaldor?

Picturing Activity

Instructions for Homework:

For next class you each must do the following:

Draw two pictures, using whatever medium you have available, to represent the visions of globalization offered by Mary Kaldor and Eric Schlosser in their respective essays. You could use crayons, collage, computer graphics, or just pencil and paper. But draw two pictures, and they should be about the size of a standard piece of paper (about eight and a half by eleven inches) or larger, so you can show people in class next time. It may help to think of your picture as a “mental map” of the forces, people, institutions, and other pieces of society that are involved in globalization as portrayed by each of the writers we have examined. 

Instructions for class discussion:

1. Get into groups as directed in class. 

2. Take turns presenting your drawings of Kaldor’s and Schlosser’s visions of globalization to your small group and to explain how your drawings are meant to capture their two visions.  Be sure to discuss the following two questions: 

· What similarities or contrasts do your drawings suggest?  

· How do they help to clarify critical points in the comparison of these writers’ ideas?

3. Once everyone has presented his or her drawings, take a vote on which drawings you think are most effective at capturing the visions of globalization of each writer. You might find that you like one drawing by one student and another by a different student. That's fine -- just reach a consensus on two drawings.

4. Now that you have chosen the drawings, choose two group leaders to present your drawings to the class (one leader for each drawing). The presenters will receive credit toward the public speaking component of the course.

5. To help your presenters prepare, find at least one quotation from Kaldor and one from Schlosser that you think help to support the pictures that you have chosen to present. Be prepared to answer questions from the group and from me -- especially about the apparent differences and similarities between these two visions of globalization.

Peer Review

Writer’s name: __________________________________

Assignment #: ________


Reviewer’s name: _______________________________

Date: _________________

Title:

· Is there an original title centered on the first page?
Yes _____ No _____

· After reading the whole paper, what would you say would make a good title – one that expresses its main idea in a single statement?  Write it in your own words:

Introduction:

· Is there a clear introductory paragraph?

Yes _____ No _____

· Are the authors’ full names and the complete 
titles of their essays mentioned in the paragraph?
Yes _____ No _____

· Does the introduction use any of the following:

--Observation statement?


Yes _____ No _____

--Question?




Yes _____ No _____

--Answer to the question?


Yes _____ No _____

· In your own words, and after you have read the entire essay, write one or two sentences that state the writer’s overall project:

· The assignment asks you to develop a project about how technology has impacted globalization.  How is technology related to globalization according to this writer?

· Are both the project and the answer to the 
question well represented in the paper?

Yes _____ No _____

· In the introductory paragraph?



Yes _____ No _____

Body Paragraphs and Quotations:

· Count the number of direct quotes taken from Kaldor and Schlosser, writing a “K” and an “S” next to every quotation or direct reference in each paragraph.
Kaldor: ________
Schlosser: ________

· Is every quotation introduced with the speaker’s name?

Yes _____ No _____

· Is every quote discussed afterward to incorporate it in the paper?
Yes _____ No _____

· Put an “H” next to every hanging quote with no introduction.

· Does the writer use more quotes from one of the two authors?
Yes _____ No _____  

· If there is imbalance in the number of quotes, suggest a specific quote from one of the authors that you think the writer should address in the revised paper:  

· Do both Kaldor and Schlosser appear in every paragraph?

Yes _____ No _____

· Where might it be good to introduce quotes or perspective from the other author?

· Put a star next to the writer’s best paragraph.

· Draw a light X through the writer’s weakest paragraph.

· What is the best paragraph in the paper and why?  What makes it so strong?

Textual Responsibility:

· Go through the paper and put a “P” wherever the writer makes a point of his or her own or expresses his or her own point of view.

· Would you say that the writer has a different or similar perspective from that of the two authors?  How so?

· Find a place in the paper where the writer makes a claim that runs counter to those of the authors.  Write the specific claim.  Explain how the claim runs counter to those of the authors.  Offer suggestions for how the claim could better be made in dialogue with the text.

Overall Assessment:

· Describe two things that the writer is doing well in the paper:

· Describe one way that the writer can improve in revision:

Questions for Making Connections

Instructions: Get into groups as directed in class and discuss the question you are assigned.  Be sure to take notes on your discussion in the space provided.  When you feel ready to answer the question, elect a member from your group (one who has not presented before) to present your findings to the class.

Question 1: How could McDonald’s adopt a “humanitarian approach” (Kaldor 396) to fast food delivery?  How would Kaldor’s idea of humanitarianism change some of the things that McDonald’s does?  Offer at least two examples from Schlosser of things McDonald’s does now and how they could change based on Kaldor’s suggestions.

Question 2: Look at both Schlosser and Kaldor, and come up with a list of at least five ways in which states define themselves in the world.  What does your list suggest about the way that states maintain their identity in the world and about the ways that globalization threatens that identity?

Question 3: Kaldor quotes Charles Tilly as saying “States made war and war made the state” (383).  What does that mean and what point is Kaldor trying to make in quoting it?  What might be the fast-food equivalent of that quote, according to your reading of Schlosser?  What do your two quotes suggest about the two notions of globalization presented in the two essays?

Using Quotes to Build Paragraphs

Instructions:

Get into groups as directed.  Working together, use at least two of the quotations below (or portions of those quotes), at least one from each writer, to construct a coherent paragraph that uses ideas from both Mary Kaldor and Eric Schlosser to make an original point.  You should write out your paragraph in long-hand on a piece of paper so that one member of your group will be able to read it aloud when called upon.  Be sure to introduce and discuss the quotations you use.

From Mary Kaldor’s “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control”

And thirdly, and most importantly, the “new wars” tend to be concentrated in areas where the modern state is unraveling and where the distinctions between internal and external, public and private, no longer have the same meaning.  Such areas are characterized by what are called frail or failing states, quasi or shadow states.  These are states, formally recognized by the outside world, with some of the trappings of statehood – an incomplete administrative apparatus, a flag, sometimes a currency – but where those trappings do not express control over territory and where access to the state apparatus is about private gain not public policy. (386-387)

A third characteristic of the new wars is the type of economy they generate.  Because these networks flourish in states where systems of taxation have collapsed and where little new wealth is being created, and where the wars destroy physical infrastructure, cut off trade, and create a climate of insecurity that prohibits investment, they have to seek alternative, exploitative forms of financing. (388)

Terms like imperialism are, however, misleading.  The United States is best characterized not as an imperial power but as the “last nation state.”  It is the only state, in this globalized world, that still has the capacity to act unilaterally.  Its behavior is determined less by imperial considerations than by concerns about its own domestic public opinion.  Casualty-free war is also in a sense a form of political mobilization.  It is about satisfying various domestic constituencies, not about influencing the rest of the world, even though such actions have a profound impact on the rest of the world. (390)

There is no reason why growing interconnectedness cannot be combined with particularism and fragmentation; indeed that is the characteristic of the contemporary world.  But it is no longer possible to insulate particular communities or states; even the United States is now vulnerable to transnational networks.  If we are to find  ways to cope with the uneven impact of globalization, then the main task is to construct some form of legitimate set of global rules. (396)

What happened on September 11 was a crime against humanity.  It was interpreted, however, in the U.S. as an attack on the U.S. and a parallel has been repeatedly drawn with Pearl Harbour.  Bush talks about a “war on terrorism” and has said that “you are either with us or with the terrorists.”   (396)

From Eric Schlosser’s “Global Realization”

In the heart of Vogtland, without much notice from the rest of the world, the little city of Plauen has been alternately punished, rewarded, devastated, and transformed by the great unifying systems of the twentieth century, by each new effort to govern all of mankind with a single set of rules.  Plauen has been a battlefield for these competing ideologies, with their proudly displayed and archetypal symbols: the smokestack, the swastika, the hammer and sickle, the golden arches. (525-526)

The values, tastes, and industrial practices of the American fast food industry are being exported to every corner of the globe, helping to create a homogenized international culture that sociologist Benjamin Barber has labeled “McWorld.” (528-529)

The fast food chains have become totems of Western economic development.  They are the first multinationals to arrive when a country has opened its markets, serving as the avant-garde of American franchising. (529)

As the fast food chains have moved overseas, they have been accompanied by their major suppliers.  In order to diminish fears of American imperialism, the chains try to purchase as much food as possible in the countries where they operate.  Instead of importing food, they import entire systems of agricultural production. (529)

The obesity epidemic that began in the United States during the late 1970s is now spreading to the rest of the world, with fast food as one of its vectors. (539)

A generation ago American embassies and oil companies were the most likely targets of overseas demonstrations against “U.S. imperialism.”  Today fast food restaurants have assumed that symbolic role, with McDonald’s a particular favorite. (540)

The overseas critics of fast food are far more diverse than America’s old Soviet bloc adversaries.  Farmers, leftists, anarchists, nationalists, environmentalists, consumer advocates, educators, health officials, labor unions, and defenders of animal rights have found common ground in a campaign against the perceived Americanization of the world.  Fast food has become a target because it is so ubiquitous and because it threatens a fundamental aspect of national identity: how, where, and what people choose to eat. (541)

Grammar and Writing Activity

Instructions:

Look at the paragraph below, which is the first paragraph of an essay  written by one of your peers, and work to revise it for clarity by using active rather than passive voice.  

1. I’m going to ask you to work alone for about 10 minutes as you work through some of the problems in this paragraph.  You may find it helpful to review the sections of the Prentice Hall Reference Guide to Grammar and Usage that deal with “passive versus active voice” (see especially sections 11d and 14f in the section on “Revising Sentences”).  You should also consider what we have discussed about writing clear paragraphs and constructing good introductory paragraphs.  

2. After 10 minutes I will put you into groups to work collaboratively on revising the paragraph.  

3. I will then ask you to choose a representative from your group to read your revised paragraph aloud for us, noting three specific changes that you made in it that you think are important to improving its meaning.

Paragraph for Revision:

Today one of the strongest in this world is our nation.  However, the questioning of how we use our nation’s power to either play a positive or negative role in this new age one might ask.  This new age, in the United States, is described as that of information technology, with significant breakthroughs in air travel, computer technology, and military power to further the opening of overseas markets.  The penetration of the global market by America makes it even more powerful. A comprehensive look at this phenomenon in great depth in the essay “Global Realization” is given by Eric Schlosser. Influence is extended into Germany, China, Japan, England, France, and other countries by McDonald’s, the huge corporation of fast food chains.  On the international-politics side of the picture, the role of trying to maintain peace, or rather stop massive extermination of mankind, is played by United States.  All this information about this serious situation is written by Mary Kaldor in, “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control.”  In it, it can be seen by us that the world is no longer separated by mountains or oceans but connected by airplanes and other technology.  After the crashing of the hijacked-airplane into the World Trade Center, the nation’s military spending went up to prevent further terrorist attacks and even stop terrorism.  Political change is the way to mend fences according to Kaldor, while changes in business practice would probably be the suggestion of Schlosser.  But politics is not influential to a country that cannot hear it, and if heard digest it, and if digested then implemented.  The only practical agent of change in society is business.  Using business strategies to implant our political ideas into countries that might otherwise harm us, we may stand a chance to continue safeguarding our dreams and what we’ve worked for.   America, the land of opportunities, is now stretching its arms to other nations hoping thus to reduce extremist ideas and spread the democratic ideology.
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