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Why Use Technology for Teaching? 
1. To share drafts efficiently.  With electronic texts, students can more easily offer feedback to each other both in and outside of class.

2. To expand the worldviews of students.  By making supplemental information available on the web, we offer students a way of putting readings in context.

3. To extend the work of the classroom.  By creating spaces where students can continue class activities, we can increase time on task and improve support.

4. To allow participation among those who cannot physically attend.  Distance and hybrid classes make participation possible for those who cannot attend.

5. To incorporate other voices.  Using online materials and resources allows us to break out of disciplinary boxes to examine a wide range of texts and intertexts.

6. To break out of the student-teacher dyad and sponsor a public voice.  When student work is broadcast in the form of web pages and online forums, it is no longer “just for the teacher” and students must imagine a public voice for themselves.

7. To depersonalize participation.  By offering students a forum for participation where their bodies are not on display, we can enable more open dialogue.  

8. To enable collaboration.  Interactive software (such as Dreamweaver) allows students to collaborate more easily in making group projects.  

9. To increase participation.  All students participate when postings are required.

10. To improve discussion.  Students are more thoughtful in writing than in speaking.

11. To distribute the labor of instruction to students.  By enabling collaboration and student interaction, technology can lessen the teacher’s workload.

12. To turn discussion into a class text.  All electronic forums are available for analysis and can themselves become class texts.  

13. To reflect on visual media.  Print is becoming a less important media for communication in the world than visual media, and technology allows us to bring these alternate media into the classroom.

14. To track and measure performance.  With technology, we can easily keep track of participation and the level of performance of students.  Those struggling become very apparent.

15. To teach technological literacy.  Students will increasingly be working in electronic environments and need exposure to them.  The Writing Program can become the center of the University for teaching all types of literacy.

16. To improve our job prospects as teachers.  If teachers improve their job prospects, they will put more pressure on the University to improve salaries.

What’s the Downside of Teaching Technology?

1. It enables plagiarism – though it can make detecting plagiarism easier as well.

2. It allows the outside world to intrude too much – if there is such a thing.

3. It increases student workloads – but it prepares them to manage in today’s work world, where similar intrusions on free time are increasingly made by technology.

4. It decreases students’ exposure to difference in the classroom itself – though it can also give students access to different voices they would never encounter.

5. It can give disproportionate representation to extremist views – though it can also allow us to examine and question extremism.

6. It creates danger and feelings of exposure for students – but maybe they need to be made uncomfortable in those ways.

7. It depersonalizes the classroom environment, increasing alienation and self-alienation – but these are the electronic environments our students need to navigate in their everyday lives.

8. It enables cheating – but it also allows us to communicate about cheating and to police it if we choose.

9. It can frighten off quiet students – but maybe they aren’t ready for their studies.

10. It can disable spoken dialogue and confront us with the banality of class discussion – though it gives us tools to improve discussion that might carry over to speaking.

11. It can enable the division and distribution of labor and de-skill and devalue teaching – so we need to be on guard.

12. It can make students especially self-conscious or, alternately, can make impolite speech into a major class problem – and we need to be prepared to deal with such disruptions and turn them into lessons.

13. It can devalue print by making visual and aural media so tactile and powerful – but maybe we need to learn, as teachers, to use technology to achieve the same effects, and we need to confront the types of texts our students deal with and give them tools with which to examine these media.

14. It can threaten student privacy and lead administrators to look at the numbers rather than the students.

15. It can distract from teaching other literacies, especially since it is unreliable.

16. It can raise the bar for teachers – or it can make teaching a specialization.

