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Assignment 1
Read: Mary Kaldor, “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control”

Discussion: Kaldor observes the effects of increased militarization and globalization. In her view, both concepts are responsible for the various forms of violence taking place in our world today: the economic plunder of small nation states by superpowers, the erosion of national identities through the transfer of dominant cultural practices, and the destruction of millions of lives through “lethal” proxy wars (war waged by dominant countries abroad). Kaldor proposes a humanitarian solution to these problems. She advocates “a collective commitment by states, international organizations, and civil society to individual states” (396) as a way of resolving

worldwide conflicts.  

Given the inequality that exists between small nation states and their western counterparts, how realistic is Kaldor’s recommendation of “the humanitarian law”? Does Kaldor take into consideration the question: humane to whom?
Project: 

          1. Form as a small group and discuss Kaldor’s article..
           2. Write a paper of 5-6 pages.  Rough draft due 9/9.  Final draft due 9/16.

Assignment 2

Read:   Mary Kaldor, “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control”

             Eric Schlosser, “Global Realization”

Discussion: Both Schlosser and Kaldor  talk about social transformation brought about by globalization.  Kaldor analyzes the long-term consequences of increased militarization by dominant/hegemonic forces. On the other hand,  Schlosser studies the implications of exporting American fast food chains, such as Mc Donald’s Corporation and Burger King, to the international market.    

How does Schlosser’s exposition of the subtle but insidious effects of McDonald’s resonate in Kaldor’s discussion of American expansionist military policies?   What do the fat empire and the military empire have in common?  Make a case for or against globalization by engaging both authors in a debate/conversation.
Project: 

          1. Form as a small group and discuss Schlosser’s major arguments in his essay.
           2. Write a paper of 5-6 pages.  Rough draft due 9/21. Final draft due 9/28.


 Rough draft due 9/21.  Final draft due 9/28.
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Assignment 3

Read:   Mary Kaldor, “Beyond Militarism, Arms Races, and Arms Control”

             Eric Schlosser, “Global Realization”


 Hazel Henderson, “Perfecting Democracy’s Tools”

Discussion: The idea of globalization as an exercise in world power runs through the gamut of all three articles.  In the first article, Kaldor discusses the globalization of a new war as a result of the formation of modern states.  In the second article, Schlosser analyzes how multinational corporations like McDonald’s can erode national identities.  In the third article, Henderson examines the misuse of the ‘tools’ of democracy, specifically the mass media.  She also offers alternative ways of creating genuine public opinion.  Some of these recommendations are: to create a network of direct communication with voters; to open more communication venues for the public to intervene in matters that affect them most; and, to restructure “hardware technologies” (371) that enable the people to oppose the media elite.  Refer to Althusser’s SIA (State Instrument Apparatus) in discussing the role that the state exercises in disseminating and controlling information.

How effective is Henderson’s notion of a direct and participatory practice in forming public opinion?  For your case study, you may cite the controversial victory of George W. Bush in the 2000 presidential election.  What role did electronic voting play in deciding the outcome at the polls?
Project: 

          1. Form as a small group and examine the integrity of newspapers and magazines that your    read.  Discuss how opinion polls sponsored by television shows affect your political


  choices.
           2. Write a paper of 5-6 pages.  Rough draft due 10/5. Final draft due 10/12.

