Sociology 541 Paper Guidelines

Due: April 28, 2004

10-page paper (text only) utilizing statistical methods learned during semester.  Tables and graphs should be included in an appendix.

I  Introduction

Approximately 2-3 pages should be used to introduce your topic and to review findings from major studies in the area of study.

You should also include some theoretical background to explain the hypotheses you set up.

There should be a clear statement of the relationships you expect between the outcome and explanatory variables. These hypotheses should be grounded in theory.

II  Data Section

Identify clearly your dependent/outcome variables and the independent explanatory variables.

Describe data source, potential problems/biases with

Are you using sample or population data? Describe briefly your sample. 

III  Statistical Analysis

Include table of descriptive statistics.  Consider including a histogram/bar graph of your outcome variable as part of the description.

Possible statistical tests to choose from (include at least two of these in your paper):

Constructing confidence intervals 

Hypothesis testing 

Comparing mean values from your sample with some theoretical expectation of the population mean 

Testing differences between means from two groups

ANOVA – testing differences between means for more than two groups

Chi-square test

Correlation matrix

Bivariate regression analysis

IV  Conclusions

