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Life expectancy at birth: The average number of years a newborn can expect to live =
the average age at death for a birth cohort.

Selected Figures:

Life Expectancy (e0)

Pre-history 20-25
Greeks/Romans 20-30
British Aristocrats (1330-1650) 30
England (1600-1750) 35
England (1800-1850) 39
England (1900) 47
England (1990) 75

Developing Countries (1900) 20-30
Developing Countries 62

Sources of information about longevity:

1. Skeletal remains
2. Burial inscriptions
3. Genealogies
4. Parish or local registers
5. Censuses and national registration
6. Surveys in LDC’s








