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Today, dominant migration flows are from south to north or from poor to rich countries.



Before 1880: migrants primarily from Western and Northern Europe
1880-1960:  migrants largely from Southern and Eastern Europe
After 1965: migrants primarily from Asia and Mexico



After period of intense migration in late 1800s and early 1900s, migration dropped off
rapidly.  Why?
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Today, migration is at level witnessed during the 1920s.



1980 Refugee Act: facilitated resettlement of political refugees.

Biggest recipients?



1990 Immigration Act:

Liberalized quotas, making it easier to enter the U.S. under family and worker criteria.



Over entire period, migration to United States is equally divided among four source countries.
However, the origin of immigrants over time has changed over time.  Today, most migrants are
from Latin America and Asia.


