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How has the American family changed?
1. People are marrying at a later age.
2. Divorce rates are much higher today.
3. Family structure has changed – more female-headed households.
4. Cohabitation levels have increased.



International comparisons of family status:

1. Note patterns of family formation in Sweden
2. U.S. has highest percentage of children living in poverty.



The explanation for changing family structure that has received the most attention is
rising work opportunities for women.



Changes in family structure have had a large adverse effect on the well-being of children.
Children are living in poorer economic conditions today than they did thirty years ago.


