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THE VERY REV. Thomas Luck poses inside 5t Paul’s Cathedral, in Syracuse. where he is the dean.

'God Has an Infinite Embrace’

Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral proud of his church’s diversity

By The Very Rev, Thomas Luck

Cantrbuting vaitor

trodition within Christisnity,
known &s The Episcopel Church,
that intentionally seeks 1o bring alt
peapie to the table, literally.
Oy goal is to bring all people to
God's communion table, sllowing for
a wide lattude of belisf and practce,

On one hisnd, oor adition s dis-

I have béen ratsed in a particular

tinctly Catholic, with all of the higton-

cal ks of Catholicism: biskops in
apostolic secezssion going back o the
apostles, pricats, deacens, the seven
sacraments; the Aposties’ and Nicene
Creeds and the ceatrasty of the Eu-
charist, the Mass, in our worship.

Yetl our u-ndahun " nJ:b::r distinetly

The Very Rev, Thomas Luck
A-lltpu: s;ﬂmn

ae;ﬂ"afm transgendered persons in
reia.ua:us]:l.ipg among the clar-

EY.

Olur scientific study of the Bible
sivrws that the Bible is cridcal of some
saxual behaviors. that are both oppo-

site sex and same-sex behaviors, when
mey are :ﬂ:-nf oL umman:lmﬂeme

All nfumr: purtrmlur ﬂhnwﬂ are

m ﬂJE sarme time, our Hﬂdﬂlﬂﬂ EI¥ES in some ways incarmated in the presid-

equal authonty to the role of reason.
We believe fully in the discoveries

made by science, and in the leaming of

IJI.-: huwnl suisaces, Therckore, by ap-

, tradition and reazon,
nurc k allows hﬂh{rﬁ, priests and
deacons to be marmied

ing bishop of the Episcopal Charch,
Bishop Kathirine Jefferts Schori, who
15 oot only a mamied heterosexual
WOmman, bul who also has her PhD. in

E Emscnpahans say. ' “WE be-
lieve'" when we say the Nicene Creed,

Our church ordains women 1o all or- - because we celebrate our unity in

ders of mmistry. Our church supports
the use of contraceplion a3 a reasona-
bl pracuce and encourages pareis w
plan carefully for ther chililren. It is
againd canon faw for our church 1o

Chrst, a unity nat found in agresing
with every point of doctnine. but be-
cause we believe God has made all
perople one people, and st il people
whiare baptized are members of the

discriminate on the basis of sexual o= Christ’s One, Holy, Catkolic &nd Ap-

ertation. even having pay, lechian, hi-
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| am especially grateful 1o be in the
pasticulec Communty that [ sceve, 36
Padl’s Episcopal Cathedral AtSe
Paul's one can find people of all kinds;
commited Democts and Republi-
cars, marrisd opposite-sex couples
with children asd marred same-sex
couples with children, old and voung,
rich and poor and of a vanety of races.

Westrive 1o be true o God's wide
enbrace by offering a variery of linr-
grical styles, from very ancient Latin
1exis tojazz to sudanese drums, We
strive to be rue 1w God'z wide em-
brace, God's vicion that all people
hiave lives of abundance, by working
to md poverty arcamd the world and in
Ouf owa coomnmunity, e<pecally ag the
hosi site of the Samaritin Center,
wi'nt:h has its space and utilities rent-

o is the crator of all that is and
il i an infinte mystery. Our
Church would rather say too litile
?ﬁ what wie know about God and

of's will than say too much.

Sut this we belleve: Godd loves what
God has made and God has an infinite
emhrace, God kas made ali people as
they are, and God desipes to be ininti-
mae relationship with all people. We
bebeve that all people are invitad to
shire in the intimacy of refationship
wilh God by shanng 1n Cheist’s Body
and Blood m the Sacramen: of Bread
and Wine, and by sharing this Cone-
munion fellowehip with all
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