Seminar in Personality Psychology (16:830:541)

Spring, 2012
Instructor:  Dan Ogilvie


Course Location:  Tillett Hall 101
Day: Mondays

Time: 9:30 - 12:00

Office: Tillett Hall 635

Purpose

The purpose of this course is for students to become familiar with old and new ways of thinking about and conducting research in the discipline of personality psychology. My working definition of the discipline of personality psychology is it is a field of inquiry that seeks to understand the development, current, and (imagined) future status of affective, behavioral, and mental coping strategies that characterize individuals’ conscious and unconscious modes of adaptation to past, present, and future life circumstances.  It's a mouthful, I know, but it's much more comprehensive than definitions that view people as carriers of mixtures of traits.

Required books

I will assign several articles during the semester, but there are four books you should purchase.  Most of them are paperbacks and are cheap if ordered on-line.  One of them, Fantasies of Flight is not yet out in paperback, but used copies abound at Rutgers.  

The list includes:

Damasio, A. (1994). Descartes’ Error.  NY: Avon.
Jung, C.  (1957).  The Undiscovered Self.  Boston: Little, Brown.

Ogilvie, D. M. (2003)  Fantasies of Flight.  NY: Oxford University Press

Stern, D. N.  (1985).  The Interpersonal World of the Infant.  NY:  Basic Books.  

Attendance

Attendance is not an option.  The course starts at 9:30 AM and it is my habit to begin on time.  Unexcused absences and late arrivals will result in grade deductions.

Schedule of Events

Dates
Lecture Topic(s)
Reading Assignments
Paper Assignments

01/23        Overview of course

None

Lecture on Freud (outline provided)
01/30
Freud’s Psychoanalytic
Civilization and Its
2-3 page paper

Psychology
Discontents (read/skim all)
that summarizes 



your reactions to




C and D.
02/06
Lecture on Jung’s 
The Undiscovered Self
2-3 page paper 

Analytic Psychology 
(skim/read all)
that summarizes



your reactions to 



Jung’s book.
02/13
Terror Management
Tales from the Crypt
2-3 page reaction

Theory (DVD of 
available on Assignments
Terror Management 


Solomon’s lecture)
page on course Sakai site
Theory

02/20
Daniel Stern’s stage               The Interpersonal
No paper. Instead

theory of self-
World of the Infant
4 students will

development 

present in-class




summaries of 




Stern’s stage theory

02/27
Antonio Damasio’s
Descarte’s Error
No paper.  

stage theory of self-

4 in-class 

development.

presentations of



Damasio’s stage




theory

03/05
The nature of beliefs
The Anatomy of
2 in-class


Internalized Beliefs
presentations of


(Available on course
Anatomy paper



Sakai site)

                             Also, take and consider the strengths and weaknesses of Big Five


            Model of trait psychology by following these procedures.

1.    A.  go to http://www.mx-inc.com/cgi-bin/ipipneo/shortipipneo1.cgi
       

B.  click IPIP-NEO-PI Short Form Items 1-60 



C.  enter real or fake name, sex, age, and country.




D.  Compete Questionnaire and SEND




F.  Print results.  Be sure to do that before logging off
                           2.   Write a brief (2 page max) paper that summarizes your NEO 

   profile and your impressions of it.  Does it capture the real you? 

   If not, what do you perceive to be the problem? (Don't include 

   the 15-page Narrative Report in your paper.  I will fail you if you

   do)

                             3.   Locate a journal article that includes one or more of the dimensions

      of the Five Factor Model in its design.  (This should not be

      difficult.  Journals are loaded up with such articles).  Read and 

      understand the article to the point where you are comfortable

      describing its methods and results.  Summarize the article and 

      emphasize the operation of NEO variables in the study.  Do that in

      2- pages.  

03/12                                                    SPRING RECESS
03/19
History of Trait Psychology
No reading assignment
Submit and be






prepared to discuss






the results of the






exercises described






above (see 03/05)

03/26    1.George Kelly’s Personal
Use of Graphic
None

Construct Theory of 
Representations of

Personality
Self-Dynamisms in

              2.Self-With-Other 
Clinical Treatment



Representations
(Posted on Sakai site)
04/02
Subjectivity and
To Be Announced
Submit 2 questions

intersubjectivity 

(in writing) that you

perspectives in

would like to ask 
              personality psychology

Prof. Atwood…and

Guest Lecturer: Professor

ask them if the


George Atwood

opportunity comes 






up
04/09     The Evolution of                       Cherished States and
None
              The Concept of the
Undesired Outcomes
              Undesired Self
(Posted on Sakai site)
              

The Undesired Self:


Deadly Connotations


(Posted on Sakai site)

04/16    Case Study Research
Barenbaum: Case 
Two students will


studies and life histories
present summary 


in personality psychology:
of Barenbaum


A history of ambivalence

04/23     Prototypical Scenes
Schultz:  The prototypic
One student will
               In the lives of James
scene: A method for
lead discussion of 
               Barrie and Carl Jung
Generating psycho-
prototypic scenes
              

Biographic hypotheses



Chapters 7-12 in



Fantasies of Flight

04/30     Ceremonial treats

              and submission of

              final papers

Final paper assignment for 16:830:541 (Graduate Seminar in Personality Psychology)

Option 1 – Mental Time Travel 

Dan Gilbert write: "Our brains have a unique structure that allows us to mentally transport ourselves into future circumstances and then ask ourselves how it feels to be there.  Rather than calculating utilities with mathematical precision, we simply step into tomorrow's shoes and see how well they fit. Our ability to project ourselves forward in time and experience events before they happen enables us to learn from our mistakes and evaluation actions without taking them.  If nature has given us a greater gift, no one has named it" (from Stumbling on Happiness). 

I agree with Gilbert's observations and wish to add a phrase to his last sentence: If nature has given us a greater gift, no one has named it, and the time is ripe for smart people to investigate the causes and consequences of our species' (probably) unique ability to imagine ourselves in future circumstances.

The ability to create mental representations of the future (particularly mental representations of the future with ourselves in the picture) is a topic that opens many windows in psychology, including, for example, cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, neuroscience, evolutionary psychology, comparative psychology, clinical psychology, and personality psychology.  Write a “break-through” 8-10 page paper on mental time travel from one or a combination of these areas.  Be mindful of the prospect of proposing research that has the potential of furthering our knowledge of this ability.

Option 2 – Internalized Beliefs

Although not yet completely formulated, the second final paper option will pertain to internalized beliefs.  It will involve expanding on, giving examples of, proposing strategies for to investigate some ideas contained in The Anatomy of Internalized Beliefs (See 03/05 assignment and discussion topic).
