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CHINESE SCRIPT

X Shén (587-147? A.D.) classified all characters into si>
categories which he called 7< % “the six principles of writing.’
Of the six categories, only four are concerned directly with the
struecture of graphs.

(1) zb‘fsh} (1’% ; ): words belonging to this category
g€enerally do” not refer +to physical objects but tc
various relational and abstract concepts. — - J:izg\ *
The number of such graphs is small.

(2) Xléngx1ng ( ' a% )}, &raphs are pictographs; in one
sense or another they are visual representations of the
thingds donated by the words +they stand for. This

category of graphs is much larger than (1)

5‘“«}%% DB ¥ Eaﬁa P

(3) ulyl ( ,°~ : "Joined meanings'"): a hu}y} character
gpnerally has two graprhic components whose meanings
taken together suggest another word; for example: 1%;)/5
It is a fairly large category.

(4) angshéng (ﬁé j§ ), phonetic compounds, form by far the
largest categoty of graphs in X Sheén’s time, as it
still does today. A Xingsh€&ng character consists of

two elements, one of which gives a clue to the semantic
category of the word represented and the other a clue
to its sound.

(%m)/ﬁ)j“bg Bigi ﬁ*‘%z
.(%m)oﬁmﬁ;ﬂ;%gng

Prof. LY Xidodlng (1977:41) indicates
that of the characters in X% Sh&n’s
dictionary "Shub wén ji¥z}," 81.2% are
(4) x{ngshéng and 12.3% are (3) huly);

The remaining two categories of the fﬁ ﬁf classification
strictly speaking do not refer to graphic structure.

(5) jigjié (loan characters) are graphs originally devised
to write one word which later are borrowed to represent
the sound of another, often totally unrelated word.

(8) Zhugnzhﬁ: has been debated by Chinese scholars for
many centuries, but its precise significanceis still
controversial.

(based on Jerry Norman’s book “"Chinese™)
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Radical: bishou %}S é

A LIST OF COMMON RADICALS FOR FIRST YEAR STUDENTS OF CHINESE

By: Daniel Hsieh

Most, but not all Chinese characters are made up of £wo
elements--a radical and phonetic. The phonetic often will
hint at the pronunciation of a character, the radical will
hint at its meaning. For example, the radical for water,
shuY 3 (4¢)combines with different phonetics to form the
characters for "river", "ocean", "soup", etc. Some radicals
are characters in themselves. For example, the radical
k8u (o) is the character for "month". It combines with
other :phoneticss however, to mean "yell", "eat", "spit",
etc. There are over 200 radicals in Chinese writing system.
(There are 184 radicals in XTnhud z{didn). Below is a list
of the most common radicals. Learning them will help you
to understand and memorize many the characters you will

encounter as a beginning student of Chinese.
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BASIC STROKES OF CHINESE CHARACTERS

Examples
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Some Variants
and Combined
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HULES OF STROYE-ORDER OF CHINESE CHARACTERS

From top to bottom

Examples:

From left to right

Examples:
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ucFvF,I

From outside to inside

Examples:

Left-falling precedes right-falling

Examples:

B
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L

AR |
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>
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Horizontal precedes crossing vertical or other downstroke

Examples:

.k

- F

X

- F X

Box precedes crogsing vertical or other downstroke

Examples:

&

o ¥

i

vy ¥

Bottom horizontal lagt

Examples:

E

= FE

TFFE

Inside precedes the sealing stroke

Examples:

B

n A g

Middle precedes the two sides

Examples:

Jh

)

ﬂ(.

Top left dot first; top right dot last

Examples:

E

ARy

#

hva

if
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