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With the advent of the internet, plagiarism has become an increasingly serious problem at universities around the country, particularly in classes like this one, where papers determine a substantial part of the grade.  

The Rutgers University Interim Academic Integrity Policy, which can be found on the web at  http://teachx.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html  defines plagiarism as follows: 

Plagiarism is the representation of the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise. To avoid plagiarism, every direct quotation must be identified by quotation marks or by appropriate indentation and must be properly cited in the text or in a footnote. Acknowledgment is required when material from another source stored in print, electronic or other medium is paraphrased or summarized in whole or in part in one’s own words. To acknowledge a paraphrase properly, one might state: "to paraphrase Plato's comment..." and conclude with a footnote identifying the exact reference. A footnote acknowledging only a directly quoted statement does not suffice to notify the reader of any preceding or succeeding paraphrased material. Information which is common knowledge such as names of leaders of prominent nations, basic scientific laws, etc, need not be footnoted; however, all facts or information obtained in reading or research that are not common knowledge among students in the course must be acknowledged. 

In addition to materials specifically cited in the text, only materials that contribute to one’s general understanding of the subject may be acknowledged in the bibliography. Plagiarism can, in some cases, be a subtle issue. Any questions about what constitutes plagiarism should be discussed with the faculty member. 

Note that according to this definition, both direct quotations and paraphrases or summaries of material found in traditional print media or on the internet must be acknowledged.  If you have any questions about how this definition will be interpreted, do not hesitate to discuss the matter with Professor Stich or your TA.    

Plagiarism and cheating on exams and quizzes undermines the integrity of the academic community.  When undetected, it gives the perpetrator an unfair advantage over students who are graded on the basis of their own work.  In this class we will do our best to detect plagiarism and cheating.  Students who are aware of violations by others should bring this to the attention of Professor Stich or their TA.  This is the right thing to do.  It is also in your own self-interest.  

Plagiarism or cheating on exams or quizzes will result in AUTOMATIC FAILURE OF THE COURSE.  It will also be reported to the appropriate University authorities with the recommendation that the strongest available sanctions be applied.  
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