Philosophy 104
Exam Study Questions

Questions on Free Will & Determinism
23.  Answer all of the following:

  
(i)  Give a clear, accurate explanation of what determinism claims.  

(ii) In lecture we discussed a number of reasons why determinism might be thought to pose problems if it is true.  Give a clear, accurate detailed explanation of those problems. 


(iii)  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of compatibilism. 

(iv)  In lecture we discussed an argument that advocates of compatibilism often offer for their view.  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of that argument.  

(v)  We also discussed a critique of compatibilism that has been offered by many authors.  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of that critique.

24.   Answer all of the following:
(i)  Give a clear, accurate explanation of metaphysical libertarianism.  

(ii)  Give a clear, accurate sketch of the argument for libertarianism offered by William James.  

(iii)  Give a clear, accurate sketch of the scientific argument for libertarianism mentioned in lecture. 

(iv)  In lecture, it was argued that if the scientific argument is correct, it would not resolve the problem of free will.  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of that argument.
25.  Answer both of the following:

(i) In Problems From Philosophy,  Sec. 8.2, Rachels & Rachels explain the problem known as fatalism.  Give a clear, accurate statement of the problem of Fatalism, and explain clearly how fatalism differs from determinism.

(ii) In Problems From Philosophy,  Sec. 9.2, Rachels & Rachels set out and then criticize four arguments for libertarianism.  Give a clear, accurate sketch of each of these arguments and a clear, accurate sketch of the criticisms that Rachels offers of each argument.       
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