Philosophy 104 
Exam Study Questions

Questions on Personal Identity

20.  Answer all of the following:  

Part I:  Give a clear, accurate explanation of the problem of personal identity (or personal continuity).  Your answer to this part of the question should include:

(i)  An explanation of the idea that we have a special concern with our own future pleasures and pains.  This explanation should include examples illustrating that concern.

(ii)  An explanation of the two central questions that we considered in our discussion of personal identity.

(iii)  An explanation of the argument, offered by Perry and discussed in lecture, aimed at showing that similarity (even perfect similarity) is not sufficient to make a past or future person identical to you.

Part II: 

(iv)  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of the soul theory of personal identity. 

(v)  Explain how soul theory answers the two central questions explained in (ii). 

(vi)  Give a clear, accurate, detailed explanation of the problems posed for the soul theory in Perry’s Dialogue and in lecture. 

21.   Answer all of the following:  

(i)  A number of examples that have motivated the memory theory of personal identity were discussed in Perry’s Dialogue and in lecture.  Sketch at least two of those examples, and explain what these examples seem to suggest. 

(ii)  We used the notion of a person-stage to make various versions of the memory theory explicit.  Explain what a person-stage is.  

(iii)  Using the idea of a person stage, explain Locke’s version of the memory theory.

(iv)  Explain and illustrate the problem that gaps in memory poses for Locke’s theory.

(v)  Explain the solution that was proposed for the memory gap problem.

(vi)  Give a clear and detailed statement of the problem that Bishop Butler posed for the memory theory.

(vii)  Explain the attempt to solve Bishop Butler’s problem by invoking the notion of memories that are caused by the events that are remembered.

(viii)  Explain why the problem of duplicate memories raises a problem for the attempted solution explained in (vii).

22.    Answer all of the following:
(i)  Explain the fictional case of Julia North described in Perry’s Dialogue.  
(ii)  What conclusions do Miller & Cohen try to draw from the case?  
(iii)  Explain in detail the arguments offered by Weirob aimed rebutting Miller’s and Cohen’s conclusions.  
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