PHIL 556 & 656

Topics in the Philosophy of Science

(a.k.a. Seminar on Experimental Philosophy)
Spring Term 2008

Prof. Stephen Stich

TOPICS AND READINGS

Please note:   This is a tentative syllabus and will be revised from time to time throughout the term.  The most recent update was on  2/21/08. 
Items marked [W] will be available on the course website.  Items marked [P] will be available in the Philosophy Department where they can be photocopied.

January 28

Topics:  

· Overview of the seminar

· Requirements

· The appeal to conceptual analysis in epistemology & the problem of cognitive diversity

Readings:  
i. (J. Nagel, “Epistemic Intuitions,” Philosophy Compass 2/6 (2007): 792–819.  This is a good overview of the current debate over epistemic intuitions.  [W] 
ii. W. Salmon, “Should we attempt to justify induction?” Phil. Studies, 8, 1957.  (Recommended, but not required reading) [W]
iii. Either

(a)  S. Stich, “Reflective equilibrium, analytic epistemology & the problem of cognitive diversity,” Synthese, 74, 1988.  Reprinted in DePaul & Ramsey, eds., Rethinking Intuition  [W][P]
or

b) S. Stich, The Fragmentation of Reason, ch. 4, “Reflective equilibrium & analytic epistemology”  [P]
iv. H. Kornblith, Knowledge and Its Place in Nature, ch. 5, “Normativity & natural knowledge,” pp. 137-145 (remainder of the chapter is optional) [P]
v. J. Pust, Intuitions as Evidence, Ch. 1.  [P]
February 4


Topic: The empirical study of epistemic intuitions

Readings:

i. (J. Alexander & J. Weinberg, “Analytic Epistemology and Experimental Philosophy,”  Philosophy Compass, 2, 1, 56-80.  January 2007.  This is an excellent overview of the literature in experimental philosophy and the claims that have been made for it.  If you only have time to read one paper this week, read this one.  The papers below give details on some of the studies that Alexander and Weinberg discuss.  [W]   

ii. J. Weinberg, S. Nichols & S. Stich, “Normativity & epistemic intuitions,” Philosophical Topics, 29, 1 & 2, 2001. Pp. 429-460. [W]
iii. S. Nichols, S. Stich & J. Weinberg,  “Meta-skepticism: meditations in ethno-epistemology,”  in S. Luper, ed., The Skeptics (Aldershot, U.K.:  Ashgate Publishing) 2003.  Pp. 227-247. [W]
iv. S. Swain, J. Alexander & J. Weinberg, “The instability of philosophical intuitions:  running hot & cold on truetemp,” forthcoming in Philosophy & Phenomenological Research.  [W]
v. J. Weinberg, J. Alexander & C. Gonnerman,  “Unstable intuitions & need for cognition:  How being thoughtful sometimes just means being wrong in a different way,”  under review.  [W]
February 11

Topic:  Sosa’s critique of experimental philosophy & his defense of the use of intuition in philosophy
Guest participants:  Ernie Sosa & Jonathan Weinberg

Readings:

i. (E. Sosa, “A defense of the use of intuitions in philosophy”  to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell. [W]
ii. E. Sosa, “Experimental Philosophy and Philosophical Intuition,”  Philosophical Studies. [W]
iii. (S. Stich, “Reply to Sosa,” to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell.  [W]
February 18

Topic:  Eliminativism, Reference, Intuitions & Experimental Philosophy
Guest participant:  Michael Devitt 
Readings:

i. (M. Devitt, “On determining what there isn’t,” to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell. [W]
ii. F. Jackson, “Eliminativism and the theory of reference,”  to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell. [W]  (Recommended, but not required reading)

iii. (S. Stich, “Reply to Devitt & Jackson,” to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell. [W]
iv. E. Edouard Machery, R. Mallon, S. Nichols & S. Stich, “Semantics, cross-cultural style,” Cognition, 92, 2004.  Pp. B1- B12. [W]
v. R. Mallon, E. Machery, S. Nichols & S. Stich,  “Against arguments from reference,” forthcoming in Philosophy & Phenomenological Research. [W]
vi. K. Ludwig,  "The Epistemology of thought experiments: first vs. third person approaches," in Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Philosophy and the Empirical, 2007, 31 (1), 128–159. [W]  (Recommended, but not required reading) 
February 25

Topic:  Intuitions in metaphysics

Guest Presenter:  Alvin Goldman

Readings:

i. (A. Goldman, “Cognitive science & metaphysics,”  J. of Philosophy, 84, 1987. [W]
ii. (A. Goldman, “A program for ‘naturalizing’ metaphysics, with application to the ontology of events,” The Monist, 90: 3, 2007. [W]
iii. A. Goldman,  “Philosophical intuitions: their target, their source, and their epistemic status,” Grazer Philosophische Studien 74, 2007. [W]
iv. H. Kornblith, “Naturalism & Intuitions”. [W] 
March 3 

Topic:  (i) Reference Redux  & (ii) – if there is time – Moral Realism & Experimental Philosophy
Readings for (i):  Same as the readings for February 18. 
Reading for (ii):  

J. Doris & A. Plakias, “How to argue about disagreement: Evaluative diversity and moral realism,” in Moral Psychology, Volume 2: The Cognitive Science of Morality, ed. by W. Sinnott-Armstrong (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008), pp. 47-76.  [W][P]
March 10 & March 31
Topic:  Intuitions in Ethics 
Readings:  
i. (J. Haidt, “The emotional dog and its rational tail,” Psychological Review, 108, 4.  [W] 
ii. (C. Sripada & S. Stich, “A framework for the psychology of norms,”  in P. Carruthers, S. Laurence & S. Stich, eds., The Innate Mind: Culture and Cognition.  (New York: Oxford University Press), 2006.  Pp. 280-301. [W][P]
iii. J. Nado, D. Kelly & S. Stich,  “Moral judgment” (sections 1, 3 & 4),  to appear in the Routledge Companion to the Philosophy of Psychology, ed. by John Symons & Paco Calvo. [W]  

iv. (P. Singer, “Ethics & intuitions,” The Journal of Ethics, v. 9, no. 3-4 (October 2005), pp. 331-352.  [W] 
v. (J. Green,  “The secret joke of Kant’s soul,” in Moral Psychology, vol. 3, The Neuroscience of Morality: Emotion, Brain Disorders, and Development, ed. by W. Sinnott-Armstrong (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008), 35-117.  [P]
vi. (W. Sinnott-Armstrong,  “Framing moral intuitions” in Moral Psychology, Volume 2: The Cognitive Science of Morality, ed. by W. Sinnott-Armstrong (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008), pp. 47-76. [P]
vii. C. Zhong & K. Liljenquist, “Washing away your sins: threatened morality & physical cleansing,”  Science, 313, 2006, pp. 1451 – 1452.  [W][P]
viii. D. Pizarro, J. Knobe & P. Bloom, “College students implicitly judge interracial sex and gay sex to be morally wrong,”  manuscript. [W]  
March 17 – Spring Break
March 24 – No  seminar meeting
April 7

Topic:  Other arguments for and against the use of intuitions

Readings:

The calibration argument

i. R. Cummins,  “Reflections on reflective equilibrium,” in DePaul & Ramsey, eds., Rethinking Intuition, 1998.  [P]
ii. J. Weinberg, S. Crowley, C. Gonnerman, S. Swain & I. Vandewalker, “Intuition & calibration,” under review.  [W]
Williamson’s defense of intuitions

i. T. Williamson,  “Philosophical ‘intuitions’ and skepticism about judgment,” Dialectica, 58, 1.  [W]
ii. Anonymous, “Must philosophers rely on intuitions?” (a critique of Williamson), under review.  [W]
Pust’s critique of  “explanationist” critiques of intuition

i. J. Pust, Intuitions as Evidence, Chs. 2 - 5.  [P]
Jackson on using intuitions for conceptual analysis

i. F. Jackson, From Metaphysics to Ethics, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 1998,  chs. 1 & 2. [P]
ii. F. Jackson, K. Mason & S. Stich, “Folk psychology & tacit theories,” to appear in Conceptual Analysis and Philosophical Naturalism, ed. by David Braddon-Mitchell and Robert Nola (Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press) 2008 or 2009.  [W]
April 14
Topic:  The Definition of Morality & the Moral – Conventional Distinction

Reading:
i. S. Nichols, Sentimental Rules, Ch. 1, “Norms with feeling: Towards a psychological account of moral judgment”  [P]
ii. J. Haidt & C. Joseph,  “The moral mind:  how five sets of innate in tuitions guide the development of many culture-specific virtues, and perhaps even modules,”  in P. Carruthers, S. Laurence & S. Stich, eds., Innateness and the Structure of the Mind, Vol. III,  Foundations and the Future  (New York: Oxford University Press) 2007,  pp. 367-391.  [W][P]
iii. S. Stich, “Reply to Prinz” to appear in D. Murphy & M. Bishop, eds., Stich and His Critics.  Oxford: Blackwell.  (This is a reply to Jesse Prinz’s paper, “Against moral nativism” in the same volume.  Prinz’s paper is recommended but not required.)  [W]  
iv. D. Kelly & S. Stich, “Two Theories About the Cognitive Architecture Underlying Morality,” in P. Carruthers, S. Laurence & S. Stich, eds., Innateness and the Structure of the Mind, Vol. III,  Foundations and the Future  (New York: Oxford University Press) 2007,  pp. 348-366. [W] 
v. D. Kelly, S. Stich, K. Haley, S. Eng & D. Fessler, “Harm, affect and the moral / conventional distinction,” Mind and Language, 22, 2, April 2007, pp. 117-131. [W]
April 21 & April 28
Topic:  Altruism

Readings:
i. D. Batson, The Altruism Question, (Hillsdale, NJ:  Erlbaum), chs. 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.  [P]
ii. S. Stich, J. Doris & E. Roedder, “The science of altruism,”  to appear in J. Doris, et al., eds., Oxford Handbook of Moral Psychology. [W]
iii. S. Nichols, Sentimental Rules, Ch. 2, “Sparks of benevolence”  [P] 
May 5

Topic:  Topics for the last meeting is to be announced.  Depending on the interests of the seminar participants, we might 

i) use the last session to complete discussion of the topics above, if we are running behind schedule

ii) devote the session to new issues that emerge in the discussion of the topics above

i)  look at some recent work on human nature, including

· C. Sripada, “Adaptationism, culture and the malleability of human nature,” in P. Carruthers, S. Laurence & S. Stich, eds., Innateness and the Structure of the Mind, Vol. III,  Foundations and the Future  (New York: Oxford University Press) 2007,  pp. 393-310.  [P]
· S. Gächter, “Altruistic Punishment”, forthcoming in: Roy Baumeister and Kathleen Vohs (eds.) Encyclopaedia of Social Psychology. New York: SAGE.  [W][P]
· E. Fehr & S. Gächter,  “Altruistic punishment in humans”, Nature,  415, 10 January 2002, 137-140.  [W][P] 
· S. Gächter et al., “Understanding anti-social punishment” in preparation. [W][P] 
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