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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, THOMAS A. EDISON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Llewellyn
Park, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Phonographs, (Case No.
811,) of whieh the following is a specification.

My invention relates to flexible phonogram-
blanks which consist, preferably, of a backing
of paper or similar flexible material, covered
with flexible material adapted to be indented
by the recording-point of the phonograph;
and my object is to enable such flexible pho-
nogram-blanks to be used with the ordinary
tapering phonogram-cylinder of the phono-
graph and to be readily placed in position
upon and removed from such phonogram-cyl-
inder. .

The main feature of my invention consists
in the employment of a false shell made in
two parts hinged together, and which when
closed forms a hollow sleeve having a taper-
ing bore adapted to fit on the tapering pho-
nogram - cylinder, and a longitudinal outer

surface adapted toreceive the flexible phono--

gram-blank rolled around it. Such hinged
shell is provided with means for locking it
when closed and with means for holding the
phonogram-blank upon it.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings.

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the pho-
nogram-cylinder with the false shell opened
upon it; Fig. 2, a view of a flexible phono-
gram-blank, such as I prefer to use in con-
nection with this invention; Fig. 5, an end
view of the phonogram -cylinder with the
closed false shell and phonogram-blank upon
it, and Fig. 4 an end view of the false shell
opened with the phonogram-blank upon it.

The false shell is made of metal and con-
sists of two semi-ecylindrical halves A A,
hinged together at . Each of these halves
has a tapering inner surface and a cylindrical
outer surface. The meeting edges of the two
halves are both provided with alternate pro-
jecting pins b and apertures ¢, the pins of one
edge registering with the apertures of the
other, so that when the two halves are closed
together they form a true cylindrical outer

surface. An arm B is pivoted to one of the
two halves, such arm being curved at C, s0 as

‘to pass under the bearings of the phonogram-

cylinder, and having a notch d atits free end
adapted to engage with a pin e on the other
half of the shell. The phonogram-blank is
composed of a sheet of paper or like flexible
material f, covered, except for a short space
at its ends, with flexible indenting material
g. The bare ends of the paper preferably
have small perforations h. The hinged shell
being opened, as illustrated in Fig. 4, the
flexible sheet is placed upon it as shown, and
is.secured by passing the pins b at both edges
into the holes  at the ends of the sheet. The
shell is thus closed around the tapering pho-
nogram-cylinder D and locked by means of
the arm B, whereby the phonogram-blank is
placed in position for recording upon the cyl-
inder of the phonograph, and is securely held
in such position.

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with a phonogram-cyl-
inder, of a false shell made in two parts hin ged
together for receiving the phonogram-blank,
substantially as set forth.

9. The false shell for phonographs, having
a tapering bore and a cylindrical outer sur-
face and made in two parts hinged together,
substantially as set forth. .

3. The false shell for phonographs madein
two parts hinged together, in combination
with a locking device for holding said parts
together, substantially as set forth.

4. The false shell for phonographs com-
posed of two parts hinged together, and hav-
ing their edges provided with registering pro-
jections and perforations, substantially as set
forth. .

5. The flexible phonogram-blank consisting
of a backing of flexible material covered, ex-

"cept at its ends, with flexible indenting mate-

rial, substantially as set forth. :
This specification signed and witnessed this
15th day of October, 1888. .

THOS. A. EDISON.

‘Witnesses:
WiILLIAM PELZER,
A. W. KIDDLE.
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