
Agory of Defeat
Diaision I beats scholarshio. By RoBERT wHrrcoMB

illiam Dowlins, profei-
$r of Enslish at Rutsers,
secms t0 be sn an8ry
man who has, willinsly

in the still-losing war ruprion and associrted
againsr the cr)mmercial- Confesiionr ofs Spoihpolt academic mediocriry
rat ion otcul l tge sNf l \ .  .  t t t I t [  r ' , t t th t In, i ,  J ter  rhrs d 'sr ingui \hed
He nores rhar  hf  cd ' led inr t i ru t ion i , ined lhe
rheDarrmourhhumor ;"il,,il,|r,'{fi111 Bis Elsr c,,nrerence
magazine (where I, im, rbr su,c. ra N. $:r.!/5 in 1994 and iettisoned
bri€fly toiled) in the lasr rnuch of ihc old-fash-
two years of hjs undergraduate car€er,
but iherc is lhde lightness hcre, if from
dme lo tim€ a bit ofmordant humor.

It is, mo6tly, a well-.rsued diarrib€,
and a !'ery useful onrperhaps lhe b€sr
overview of college{Iions corruplion
publish€d. It should bc required r€adins

, for education and spor$ wrirers, nor ro

E mention high s.h$t studen$ pondeF
: ins $eir collwe choic€s alons wirh rheir
: financirlly feartul paren$.

? Rrlr.n lnr.rhh i\ llitt il \'tlitondl
6 fls:\ d, r/r. I,rovidcn..' l,)u.nal.

M, \ rc I1.2(x)B

as malnmon and nedia riumph-for
now' an]eay. But thar lh€y fou8ht such
a good, gu$y fight 8iv6 hope to otheri.
M€anwhile, their story reads like a prerry
good novel, itr which of course !*/illiam
Dowling is the valiet defend€r of Wesr-
em Civilization againsi rhe forc6 of
proud ignorance, thussery, €xhibirion-

Real life, even on Divisior I cam-
puses, is a tsd more complicated lhan
that. But tl|e fact is dat college spons
has, at many campuses, become r F-r-
dcularly obsoen€ reflection of the worst
of Americrn materialism, libertinism,
and celebrity-chasing. And so powertul
ha! b€come rhe practice of hiring semi-
professionalj some soon-to-becom€ pm-
/riflimd/, atil€tes to play on such teanq
panicularly the biSgies (football and bas-
kerball), rhar rheir very role as c€me6 of
inlell€ctual life must be chdlleng€d.

Dowlin8 Soes into ft€ sordid detail
ofDivision I uDiversiries r€cruiring vir-
(ual illiterates to play on their teams. To
help hire and keep rhem, thes€ institu-
tions olTer prostirutes, booze, and other
amusements, provide special tuton, and
pur lhese bogus "scholar-arhleres" in
such prepocterous coursG ss "Coach-
ins Principles and SrareSies of Basket-
ball," tuusht by Jim Hanick Jr. Gon of
ftachJim Hanick Sr.) ar the Univ€niry
of Georsia, who6e exams include such
quesdons as: "How manyhalves arc in a
collese baskerball samel" (lncidentally,
it doesn t matter at some of thes€ schools
if fie youns scholars miss mos! of rheir
classesi rhey 8€I As anwayl)

Then there are the rapes, other
airsults, dnd asrofled criminal activiti€s
by scholar-athlees at such Division I
schols as virsinia Tech, which se€ms a
pariicularly rank ce'spml ot sports cor'
rupdon. Permeatins all this, as Dowl-
ins eloquendy derails, is rhe mon€y rlar
flows imo many bloated Division I alh-
letic depaltmenls, wh€rein media expo'
sure, and the associated bucks, trump
.ll, rnd c@che" are paid l€n tim6 pro-

Th€ cosleled scholar-athleG, Ihe
r.prcious con-men coach6, and Ba!-
num-style athletic directots drds down
these insritutions to such an exrenl that
serious faculty atrd students avoid then,
or do everlding lhey can to escape theln

.l/'rrri '.. , i'l',r/,'. I )r.rr(, /i. r' 1. .i, t'r,rrl', , -'1. -'ir'.

or nol transformed his puhlic pe$ona
iiom lrte|ary scholar rc a narional lsader

The narradve spinc is thc efo by
Frofessor Dowlins, othcr Rutsels schol,
ar,l, and brighr and brsve srudenN in
a Sroup callcd Ru€ers 1000, rc ry rc
slem the suLe university of New Jers€y's
slide inro bi8-time colleg€{pons coF

ion€d spons amateurism that it had
when rhe school! ch tered in 1766,
competed with the like" of Princeton.

Professor Dowlin& it should be
emphasized, does not dislike sponsi he
is an avid supponer of such old-fasb-
ione4 non-athletic-scholalship spon$
men as the RutgeF liShMeighi creq
and speaks fondly of auendins IrT
Leasue foolball games in lhe l%0s.

RutSers 1000, the gtuup he helped
form ro 6ghl rh€ Dkeover of t}le uni-
versiry by Division I spons, fishrs a val-
ianl ba(l€, se€ms to win, and then los6
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whm rhey discover the d€rze wher€in
they r€side.

As Dowling says, after a refeftnce to
Ohio State:

Vhen the only thing lh8r nanes at
! uivsiry h bir-rime s?oi!, the
sybbolic enlcr of the istiiutioD hs
shiil€d prDfoundly ... wbo th..rh-
let€s rEoSniz. rhEt they G vinud
d€misods on cmpus, .sl s$denls
come ro re8lrd $delv6 c nusin-
.Iy imponqq ls Ml to th. lif. of
rlE $h@1. \lhcn ev6y instirudonEl
r@uc is dcdicste4{d hom lo
be dedi@ted-to the suppon snd €l
ebrution of sp€chliad ph'5icul skills,
inrlldrwl tdcnr ard $c pursuil
of l@ins comc to bc disquded
rnd disphccd, c!c. Er msy sh@lt

Ofcoll$q cv.n at bad s.hools indi-
vidurls can push thcms.lv.s to 8.t g

apod cducation, rnd s€rious schohrs
catr punue tleir int€resls, sib€it with-
out much praisq snd in ob!.urity But
Dowling is corr.ct to f€ar rhis crnc.r on
oul colt!rc. StiI, and thank Cod, Amcr-
ica has ,ndrD, coll€8es and univcNiri€3
to which rcal students can flc€ from thc
corruption manif€st at many Division I
schools. Tbc richnds of choicc is onc of
th. wond.rs ofAn dc&

At on€ point, RutS€rs 1000 rccruits
the 8!€at economist Miltod Fri€dnan
(RuB€rs '32) to w tc a strtcmcnt ofsup-
pon, which includB rb€sc thourhts:

Univ.6iri6 dist to uusnn knowl-
edsE ud undealsnditrg of idcl! and
vdu6 ro srud.nrs, ud to ldd to tbc
body of indlccnul tnoeldsc, lor
ro pFvidc .nt.rtlinm.nr for spc.l!-
to6 or €mploymcot for ablet6. ...
The prcper mle of !$ledc rcdvity at
! utriv€Eiry is ro f6lq h.dfty mindr
ud h.al y bodics, not to prbdue

Oh yeah? It doerit rake much n€ws-
pep€r reading or TV watchinS to show
thor much of thc public has quite a dif-
fcrcnt idce evcD th6e citiz.ns wbo want
thcir o"1I kids to go to Yal.. Srill, th€
Republic will survive. $Vhen organiza-
tions get a reputrtion for not providing
a s€rvice-in this case, education-thc
bcst students and hculry wil take their
busin€ss els€where, and ihe worst ofthe
institutions will ultimar€ly p€rish or be
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