
Why bother about communicating?Why bother about communicating?

• Communicating your work is THE most important task in your career
/• This is not about being funny and/or artistic, and definitely not about 

making me happy ☺
– Correlation #1:The higher your GRE, MCAT, GMAT the better you will do 

• maybe not in psychology but you are engineers
– Correlation #2: The better your writing and/or your presentation is the 

stronger your technical content will be 
• the most critical part of an interview is the seminar

– Enough experiential evidence exists to make BOTH these statements trueg p
• It is not just about having an idea. It is about convincing your peers and 

your community that your idea matters. You do this through you 
publications, reports and presentations. 
– In science the credit goes to the man who convinces the world not to the– In science the credit goes to the man who convinces the world, not to the 

man to whom the idea first occurs ‐ Sir Francis Darwin
• By the way … it’s not just me …









Technical writing is not MYSTERY















http://sepwww.stanford.edu/sep/prof/



IntroductionIntroduction
Why should I waste my time?



Introduction: Review, Claim, AgendaIntroduction: Review, Claim, Agenda

There needs to be a point to all your work!



Introduction: Review, Claim, AgendaIntroduction: Review, Claim, Agenda

You do not do things just for the heck of it!



Introduction: Review, Claim, AgendaIntroduction: Review, Claim, Agenda







Failing to cite the contribution of others can be a 
fatal flaw in your career

James Watson surreptitiously 
looked at Rosalind Franklin’s work

[Franklin, 1952]

Watson did not give enough 
credit to Franklin

[Luzzati, 1950]

If you leave something out and I notice, how do I know that the rest is yours?



Methods (Walter A Zin MD DSc)Methods (Walter A.  Zin, MD, DSc)

• Enough information for an experiencedEnough information for an experienced 
investigator to repeat your work

• Avoid tiresome detail• Avoid tiresome detail

• Cut‐and‐paste from previous work of the 
h ( ) b d l ’author(s), not somebody else’s









KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE!!!KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE!!!
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RememberRemember

• A good article has a definite structure, makes its 
i d d d ipoint, and does not waste space and time

• There are NO RULES. You just have to practice, 
read and observe

• If your presentation does not convey the message 
then your audience or reviewer needs to be willing 
to try and find somehting interestingy g g
– Same with low GRE, GMAT, MCAT ... We start looking 

for excuses to eliminate low scores and support high 
scores!
S t i l tt b d b th– Same comments in a letter can be used both ways ... 


