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Circle the letter corresponding to the correct answer:

What kind of course is this?


a.  This is a course in the philosophy of social science methods


b.  This is a practical "how to" course providing a set of tools


c.  None of the above


d.  All of the above

If you circled "d", congratulations!  That is the correct answer.  This course has a dual identity.  As the entry level course and prerequisite for all other methods courses in the graduate curriculum, it must deal with the ontological and epistemological foundations of our discipline:  What can we know?  How can we know? How can we know that we know?  What are the limits on what we can know?  What are the limits on what we should know?  You can be a social technician without thinking about these issues but you cannot be a sociologist.

At the same time, over the years, sociological researchers have accumulated quite a few tricks of the trade.  Most of these tricks are statistical and learning them can be quite preoccupying.  That will be your task in the next two courses in the methods sequence: Sociology 541-542.  This course concerns itself with the non-statistical tools that you need to know in order to do good research.  Well, that is a bit of an exaggeration.  It turns out not to be possible to distinguish sharply between statistical tools and non-statistical tools.  But even later in the semester, when the tools you are learning become more statistical, our emphasis in this course will be less on the statistics and more on how the tool helps you to do research.   

This course has two required texts:


Research Methods in the Social Sciences by Nachmias & Nachmias [B]

Handbook of Research Design (5th edition) by Miller [M]

B is a textbook and should be read in connection with the "how to do it" aspect of this course.  The chapters correspond closely to the topics of our weekly lecture/discussions.  M should not be read at all.  It is a handbook and we will have many occasions to consult it during the semester but it isn't the kind of book that you read.  It might be a good idea to get in the habit of bringing the Miller book with you to class.

In addition to these required readings (and occasional handouts) a list of suggested supplementary readings will be distributed later in the semester.

Your grade in this course will be based on three requirements all weighted equally.  (1) a midterm exam consisting of multiple choice questions based on N&N and the lectures (on October 29) counts for one-third of the grade; a small scale research project (individual or group) chosen by you is due by December 10 and counts for one-third of the grade; and a final exam consisting of a short oral discussion with me about research methods counts for one-third of the grade.  More details about the research project will be given in class.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
9/3
How to formalize your curiosity about what makes folk tick and how to 
establish a legitimate research role. No reading required but you might 
want to later take a brief look at N&N ch.4.

9/10  How to use archives and how to do a literature review. No reading 
required but, if you are interested in this sort of research, you might 
want to later take a look at ch 13 in N&N.

9/17  How to operationalize a concept.  N&N ch 1,2,3;  and L ch 1.

9/24  How to design laboratory research.  N&N ch 5.

10/1  How to design research out in the real world.  N&N ch 6; and L ch 2.

10/8  How to measure reliability and validity of your variables. N&N ch 7.

10/15 How to draw a sample.  N&N ch 8.

10/22 How to ask a question.  N&N ch 10,11.

10/29 How to observe an event.  N&N 9,12   [midterm exam on this date]

11/5  How to organize a data file.  N&N ch 14.

11/12 How to find out if your variables correlate.  N&N ch 15,16; and L ch 3,4

11/19 How to control for extraneous influences on your variables.  N&N ch 17; 
 and L ch 5,6,7.  This topic gets closest to the heart of the Lieberson 
 book.

12/3  How to determine the dimensionality of your concepts.  N&N ch 18

12/10 Transitional topic: How to test a hypothesis and thereby demonstrate 
 
your readiness for Soc 541-542.  N&N ch 19; and L ch 8,9,10
