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SOCIOLOGY 319  SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
This is an interdisciplinary course located at the boundary between sociology and psychology. There is no way to separate the psychological from the sociological components of this course.  The theories and findings of both disciplines are indispensable from beginning to end. 

The course is divided into four units of study.  Unit One is devoted to the concept of the personality and the related concepts of self and identity.  We look at the ways in which our individual selves are shaped by participation in social systems.  We will see that even the formation of a single self is not purely a psychological process.  Society enters into the picture even before the child is born and continues to exert a profound influence on personality and identity throughout the life course.

In Unit Two, we move on to the investigation of social influence.  We begin by looking at those universal forms of influence that we are all subject to– socialization and language.  We then go on to investigate more extreme forms of influence– persuasion through advertising and propaganda, pressures to conform to groups standards, religious conversions, and comprehensive programs to reprogram identity.

In Unit Three we focus our attention on emotions. Our approach is to look at how we emote.  How do we express (or repress) the various feelings that arise in us and how are these emotional expressions interpreted by and responded to by others?

In Unit Four we look at how people perform social roles and how these performances are influenced by social expectations and gamesmanship. We examine both how individuals perform roles within groups and how groups perform roles within society.

Course Requirements
This course is designed to be a seminar and your grade in the course will be based almost entirely on class participation.  There are no formal tests or term paper requirements.  I may give some unannounced pop quizzes if I think students are not keeping up with reading, thinking, and seminar participation requirements.  For the first two weeks, however, I will be following more of a lecture format in order to make sure that the entire class assimilates a certain amount of basic background material.  As we get to know each other and as January turns into February, we will rapidly move to a class discussion format in which EVERYBODY will be expected to participate.

IMPORTANT WARNING: BECAUSE OF THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, REGULAR CLASS ATTENDANCE AND REGULAR CLASS PARTICIPATION BASED ON HAVING READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL FOR EACH CLASS MEETING ARE ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL.  IF YOUR SCHEDULE DOES NOT ALLOW YOU TO ATTEND REGULARLY AND KEEP UP WITH THE READING REGULARLY, DON’T TAKE THIS COURSE.  IF YOU ARE TOO SHY TO SPEAK UP IN CLASS, YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHETHER THIS IS THE RIGHT CLASS FOR YOU TO BE TAKING.

Office Hours
Regular Office Hours are Mon and Wed 6:20 - 7:20 pm in Room B-267 Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston Campus.   Appointments at other times can be made by calling 445-4703.  If you have trouble reaching me in my office, try calling me at home at 828-6589 or sending me email at zablocki@sociology.rutgers.edu

Required Text Books
(1) MDM: Michener, DeLamater, and Myers, Social Psychology (5th edition); 

(2) MUC: Zablocki and Robbins, Misunderstanding Cults; 

(3) KATZ: Katz, How Emotions Work.  
Reading Requirements 

Reading requirements have been kept within the range of approximately 60 pages/week or less in order to assure that students will have no difficulty keeping up with the reading on a week to week basis.
UNIT
DATE 
SPECIFIC TOPIC
REQUIRED READING

I. PERSONALITY
1/18
General Introduction to the Course



1/23
What is Social Psychology?
MDM chapter 1


1/25
Self and Identity
MDM chapter 4


1/30
Perception and Cognition
MDM chapter 5


2/1
Beliefs and Attitudes
MDM chapter 6


2/6
Generosity and Altruism
MDM chapter 10

II. INFLUENCE
2/8
Socialization
MDM chapter 3


2/13
Symbolic Communication
MDM chapter 7


2/15
Persuasion
MDM chapter 8


2/20
Conformity
MDM chapter 13


2/22
Conversion
MUC (chapter seven)


2/27
Brainwashing
MUC (chapter five)


3/1
Cult Membership
MUC (chapter eight)


3/6
Cult Childrearing
MUC (chapter eleven)


3/8
Cult Controversies
MUC (Intro & ch. one)


3/13, 15
SPRING BREAK


III. EMOTION
3/20
Aggression
MDM chapter 11


3/22
Rage
KATZ (chapter one)


3/27
Rage
KATZ (chapter one)


3/29
Falling in Love
personal experiences


4/3
Falling in Love
MDM chapter 12


4/5
Shame
KATZ (chapter three)


4/10
Crying
KATZ (chapter four)

IV. PERFORMANCE
4/12
Impression Management
MDM chapter 9


4/17
Performing Sex and Age Roles
MDM chapter 16


4/19
Group Performance
MDM chapter 14


4/24
Getting Away with Deviant Behavior
MDM chapter 18


4/26
Group Deviance
MUC (chapter 13)


5/1
Retrospective and Review


