Appendix A 0 NOVITIATE AND BAPTISM
VOWS

QUESTIONS FOR ACCEPTANCE INTO THE
NOVITIATE 1964

1. Are you certain that this way of brotherly community,
based on a firm faith in God and Christ, is the way to which God
has called you?

2. Are you ready to put yourself completely and utterly at the
disposal of the Church-Community of Christ to the end of your
life — and with yourself, all your faculties and the whole strength
of your body and soul, as well as you entire property, both that
which you now possess and that which you may later inherit or
earn?

3. Are you ready to accept every reproof (where this is justi-
fied) and vice versa, to reprove others if you sense within our
community life something which should be clearer or more
fittingly bespeak the Will of God, or if you should feel that
something should be abolished or set aside ?

4. Are you firmly decided to remain loyal and true, bound
with us in mutual service as brothers and sisters, so that our love
may be more complete in the building of the Church-Community,
in the outreach to men, and in the proclamation of the Gospel?

5. Are you ready, then, to surrender yourself comipletely and
to bind yourself unreservedly to God, Christ and the brothers ?

[An earlier form has a sixth question:

Are you ready to be used in whatever place the Church-
Community needs you, be it Germany, England, Uruguay,
Paraguay or whatever country where there are Bruderhof Com-
munities or wherever you may be sent ?]
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BAPTISM, 1964

Baptism is the sign that we are humble before Christ and that we
dedicate ourselves to Him. We confess ourselves to Him. All
human greatness is refuted. He is the Head. He is the Master. He
is the King, and we give ourselves in faith to Him.

Let us consider together what one must do to join the Church
of Christ.

1. The Church of Christ is the Community of the believing, the
people of God, who do and have abstained from sinful life. Into
this community we are brought through true submission — (that
is, into the spiritual Ark of Noah, in which we can be pre-
served).

2. It is not a human deed, but an act of God. Just as Mary
through faith and the Holy Spirit conceived Christ when she
placed her will in God’s and said, ‘Here am I, a servant of the
Lord. Be it unto me according to Thy words.” Thus we must also
conceive Christ in faith — then He will begin and complete His
work in us.

3. Let each be mindful that the Church has the key and power
to loose and to bind, even as Christ has commanded to put away
the vicious and to receive the contrite, that it should also be
binding in heaven according to the words of Christ (Matthew
XVI).

4. That each should count the cost first that will come, but one
is not to counsel with flesh and blood. For they that would enter
the service of God must be prepared for tribulation for the sake
of the truth and the faith, and to die for Christ’s sake, if it be the
will of God, be it by fire, water or the sword. For now we have the
house and shelter, but we know not what will be the morrow.
Therefore, no one should join for the sake of the prosperous
days. He who will not be steadfast with all the Godly, to suffer the
evil as well as the good, and accept all as good whatever the Lord
may direct, let him remain away. We desire to persuade no man
with smooth words. It is not a matter of human compulsion or
necessity, for God wants voluntary service. Whoever cannot
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render that cheerfully and with hearty pleasure, let him remain in
his former station.

5. Let no one undertake to join the church for the sake of
another — the wife for the sake of the husband, or the husband for
the wife, or the children for the sake of their parents — that would
be vain and building upon the sand, having no permanency, but
who would build upon rock tries to please God alone. For each
must bear his burden upon that day.

6. One must submit to and follow brotherly admonition,
address and punishment — also practice the same and apply the
same with respect to others in the house of God, so that no one
may partake of another’s sins.

7. One should submit himself to obedience to God and His
Church, and not be obstinate, or do only his own desire, but
permit himself to be guided for the good and necessity of the
Church whithersoever it be known to be right.

8. That no one shall have any private possession any more —
for one who gives and surrenders himself to the Lord and His
Church with all that he has and is able to do, as it was in the
original apostolic church when no one said of his possessions
that they were his, but all things were common to them. This we
regard as the safest way and the most perfect foundation - of this
we are also well assured in our hearts.

9. This we now plainly state to everyone beforehand, so that
we may be under no obligations to return anything to anyone
afterwards. Therefore, if anyone should undertake to join and
later feel it impossible to remain and wish to have his goods
returned, let him now stay away, keep his own, and leave us in
peace. We are not anxious for money and possessions, but desire
Godly hearts.

10. Whoever has wrong dealings that are punishable in the
world, be it that he is owing men or that he has defrauded them —
or if anyone has involved himself in matters of marriage or is
engaged to be married, he should first straighten these matters
out. For if anyone should conceal any of these things from us,
and should in the meantime have himself baptised and we should
learn of these matters afterwards, such a one we should be com-
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pelled to excommunicate as one who came into the Church
improperly and by falsehood. Therefore, let each one be truly
warned.

Questions:

1. Do you recognize the teaching of Jesus as set forth in the
Gospels and by the Apostles to be the truth and the true founda-
tion of life, and do you acknowledge the Church-Community as
being the living expression of this truth in the world today ?

2. Do you believe in God, the Father, the Son, Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit, and will you confess to this?

3. Do you desire that the Church pray that God may forgive
the sins which you have committed ?

4. Do you desire to give yourself unreservedly to God in the
bond of baptism ?

© 1971 by Plough Publishing House



Appendix B 0 METHODS OF STUDY

This is not a comparative study. There are frequent references to
the Hutterians, whose influence on the Bruderhof has been enor-
mous, and occasional mention is made of other communitarian
experiments. But the reader who wishes to place the Bruderhof in
full comparative perspective must be referred to a number of
excellent monographic accounts of other intentional communities,
listed in the bibliography appendix.

My experience is that it is very difficult to merge good compara-
tive sociology and good ethnographic sociology. The several
excellent comparative studies that I have read (notably John
Humphrey Noyes and Rosabeth Kantor) could not at all have
prepared me for my experiences in encountering the Bruderhof.
The comparative approach to sociology, being excessively
concerned with the common denominators of things, often misses
their flavor and overlooks their importance. Studies of intentional
communities in general have suffered through excessive concern
with external forms and insensitivity to inner meanings. The
main thing I have to offer in this book about the Bruderhof is an
account of what I saw and heard and how I was moved by it.

One ex-Brother criticized preoccupation with the specific
patterns of Bruderhof life by citing an analogy. ‘Suppose,’” he
said, ‘you saw a man standing up straight and tall wearing
clothes in which the creases were also straight and well-ironed.
You might as well explain the man’s posture by his clothing, as
explain the Bruderhof by its external forms.” Almost all previous
writings on intentional communities have fallen into this error of
fascination with form and technique. Of course, it is important
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for a community’s life to have some form. But this can, and often
does, vary tremendously over time, and especially from one
successful community to another. All of these forms, however,
derive from essentially similar means of maintaining commit-
ment and order.

This study was begun in 1965. 1 had visited a dozen or so
intentional communities in the eastern part of the United States,
of which the Bruderhof seemed by far the most interesting. I made
arrangements for my wife and myself to visit the Woodcrest
colony for a long stay beginning in August. They did not like the
idea of a sociological study, but they said that I could come since
I also had a personal interest in the community and a desire to
understand the life from inside instead of merely analyzing it from
without. This was certainly correct. On my part, 1 assured them
that 1 would conduct no ‘surveys’ while I was there, do every-
thing possible to fit into the life, and remain open to their Chris-
tian message as well. The arrangement was that we would be
treated the same as any other guests. That is, we would both work
full time in whatever departments of labor we were assigned to,
and we would receive free room and board from the community.
I asked if we could come for several months, leaving the exact
date of departure open. They said that we should come for a
month and, at the end of that time, see how we and they both felt
about a longer visit.

Before going to the Bruderhof, I spoke to several ex-members of
the community. It became clear, from conversations with them,
that, in order to get an accurate picture of Bruderhof life, I would
have to conduct extensive interviews with ex-members as well as
visit the community myself. One reason for this is that a great
deal of information in the Bruderhof is kept secret. For instance,
Brotherhood meetings are closed to all but full members of the
community. I decided to put this off until after our stay at Wood-
crest was over.

We stayed at Woodcrest from 11 August 1965 to 5 December
1965, except for two short trips back to Baltimore. Relations with
the Bruderhof during almost all of this time were excellent.
Toward the end of our stay, the Bruderhof was plunged into one
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of its periodic crises. Our original intention was to spend two
weeks in each of the other two American hofs but, because of the
crisis, we were not allowed to do this. During our stay at Wood-
crest we tried to behave as much as possible like any other
residents. I worked in the toy shop, and my wife was shifted
around to the various women’s work departments. We both kept
extensive journals, recording our experience with no attempt, at
this point, at analysis or interpretation. While at Woodcrest we
were also able to speak informally with many of the members
about their own backgrounds and reasons for joining the
community. We were also given access to the Bruderhof archives
which contain much written material about the Bruderhof
community. Minutes of meetings, however, were off limits.

After leaving the Bruderhof, I conducted twenty in depth tape-
recorded interviews with ex-Bruderhof members. These averaged
approximately four hours in length, the shortest being two hours
and the longest over eleven hours. I treated the interviewees
mostly as informants rather than as respondents. I followed the
format, as much as possible, of a completely unstructured
interview, allowing the informant to talk about what he thought
was significant. This, I believe, results in greater validity than if
the data had been elicited in response to my question. I did,
however, guide the interviews by general topic. And some of the
time I asked quite specific questions.

In choosing informants, I tried for a great diversity of stand-
points. I spoke to sabras, to people who had been brought to the
Bruderhof, as children, when their parents joined, long-term
visitors, novices, full members, and former members of the
power hierarchy (Servants of the Word, Witness Brothers, etc.).
I spoke with some who had been members in Paraguay and some
who had been members in the United States.
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analysis of mania, 163
Library, at Ibate, 88
Lichtenstein, Alm Bruderhof,

80: Bruderhof leaves, 81
Lifton, Robert, 197; on world-

view resocialization, 248, 249;

on guilt, 250; on self-betrayal,

252; on basic fear, 253; on

compulsion to confess, 257;

on channeling of guilt, 257;

on negative identity, 260; on

logical dishonoring, 261; on

death and rebirth, 264-5
Loma Jhoby, colony of Prima-

vera, 86; hospital at, 87, 88,

89; work at, 88
Long, Norton, on the industrial

city, 291
Lord’s Supper, 51-2; and Hut-

terians, 79; highest expression

of unity, 192; and confession,

225
Los Angeles, 293
Love, a major value, 169; emo-

tional aspect of unity, 170-

71; possessiveness in inter-

personal relations, 276; an

active force in communes, 308
Love meals, 39

Macedonia, half membership
joins Bruderhof, 94; Com-
munity Playthings, 94, 130;
disbanded, 98

Marriage, and Bruderhof com-
munity, 37; problem of, 43;
Shaker attitude to Bruderhof
marriage, 84; in Bruderhof,
117-21; ‘complex marriage’,
170; Baptism and, 274



Marx, Karl, 21

Marxism, 21, 28

Meals (see also Love meals),
46-9; at Primavera, 87; the
communal kitchen, 127-9;
family meals, 128; and the
work-rota, 140-41; and de-
privation of choice, 250; pre-
paration in hippie commune,
312

Medical care, at Primavera, 87;
Bruderhof’s medical work,
89-90

Mennonites, the Bruderhof and,
32, 86; buy Primavera, 109

Methodists, in Bruderhof, 241,
242

Milton, John, and war between
good and evil, 28

Missionary work, uncertainty
over, 35-6; medical, 89; mis-
sionary trips to North Amer-
ica, 91; innovations justified
by success of, 93; missionary
speakers in U.S., 93; mission
to Forest River colony, 96-7;
in pacifist community, 242

Moral basis of Bruderhof, 55-62

Moral Rearmament, 258

Morning Meeting, 208-9

Mothers, work-pattern for, 46,
136; and new babies, 122-3:
in post-industrial American
family, 296, 297

Music (see also Singing), for
engagement celebration, 40-
41

Myth, Christianity and the
Bruderhof, 27-8; Sorel de-
fines, 28; and social move-
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ments, 28, 29; Bruderhof
myth, 28, 32; battle between
good and evil, 1824

Nationality, of members of
Bruderhof, 95-6

Nazism, 80, 81, 299

New York City, 290, 292, 293

Novices and novitiate, prospec-
tive members, 35; personal
possessions, 250; guilt-feel-
ings, 251, 259; education of,
251; breaking point, 253; joy
and love, 254; discourage-
ment, 256; compulsion to con-
fess, 257-8; and negative
identity, 261; participate with
community, 261-2; rebirth,
265; and baptism, 267; sabra,
273; isolation, 274; questions
for acceptance into, 327

Noyes, John Humphrey, 170

Oak Lake, and the sister hofs,
23; school newspaper, 41-2;
a surprise visit to, 54-5; For-
est River Bruderhof move to,
97; exiles return to, 111;
population of, 111; Plough
Publishing Company, 139

Oaksey Bruderhof, 82

Oneida Community, ‘complex
marriage’ in, 170; ‘change of
scenery’, 198; mutual criti-
cism, 236

Outcasts from Bruderhof, 108-
9; many return, 111; bitter
reactions of, 171; the experi-
ence of being ‘sent away’,
174-5
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Pacifism, 147; and Bruderhof,
171, 242; Fellowship of
Reconciliation, 176

Palestine, 18, 20

Paraguay, migration of Bruder-
hof to, 23, 84; Bruderhof in,
85-94; the journey to, 85;
transportation difficulties in,
90; language, 90: social cus-
toms, 90; ‘world conference’,
98; effect of environment on
Bruderhof, 103; sabras and
converts in, 122; outside labor
hired, 132; and the break with
Hutterians, 158

Parsons, Talcott, 297

Patents, 136

Peace, a major value, 169; so-
ciological manifestation of
unity, 171

Pentecost, significance of, 50;
symbolic meaning of, 52-3

Peters, Victor J., 92; on Forest
River attitude to Bruderhof,
97-8

Pharisees, 18

Plough Publishing
139

Policy, setting, 215-23; table of
changes in, 217

Population, of Primavera and
Wheathill, 88; tables of sta-
tistics, 89, 95, 240, 241; of
Woodville in 1955, 94; total
Bruderhof population in 1956,
94-5; in 1962, 109; of Oak
Lake, 111; decline in, 111

Post-industrial society, indus-
trial revolution leading to,
289-90; the city in, 290-93;

Company,

the neighbourhood, 293-4;
the family, 295-9

Power, struggle for, 104, 106-7,
109; punishment for offenses,
198; of Servants of the Word,
205-11; Bruderhof attitude to
corruption by, 211

Prayer, in Gemeindestunde,
153-4, 155, 169

Presents, in Advent,
birthdays, 54

Primavera, Bruderhof buys
estancia, 86; three colonies of,
86-7: life at, 87-8; population
88, 95, 240; Hutterians ad-
monish, 93; new members for,
94; bewilderment at, 96; its
influence declines, 98; eco-
nomic affairs, 100-101; trou-
ble with Woodcrest, 101, 105;
crisis in, 105; Woodcrest dele-
gation at, 106-7; disintegra-
tion and dissolution of, 107-
8; sold to Mennonites, 109;
a sabra child in, 269; indigna-
tion over sale of, 275-6; effect
of hardship at, 284

Problems, courtship, 37; mar-
riage, 43; asking for necessi-
ties, 61-2; presented by im-
position of Hutterian customs,
92; in working harmoniously,
143

Publishing, 222-3: at Sannerz,
71; Bruderhof publishing
company, 77; at Oaksey, 82;
Plough Publishing Company,
139

Punishment, solitary confine-
ment, 82; exclusion, 196-8;

50; for



expulsion, 198-9; sanctions
and, 223; attitudinal consid-
erations, 224; follows interro-
gation, 227; and forgiveness,
272

Purity, a major value, 169;
moral touchstone of unity,
171-3; of children’s groups,
271

Quakers, Woodcrest physician
on, 29; a protest against war,
32; a ‘witnessing’ denomina-
tion, 32; in seventeenth cen-
tury, 32; and proposed settle-
ment of Bruderhof near New
York, 84; financial aid to
Bruderhof, 89; among Bru-
derhof members, 241, 242

Recruits to Bruderhof (see also
Initiates), characteristics of,
178-9; Bruderhof hungry for,
220

Reform movements, gradual-
istic, 19
Reformation, Protestant, and

communitarianism, 20

Rehabilitation, 232

Repentance and forgiveness, 59—
60, 200-201, 272

Resocialization, 246-67; the
stripping process, 248-54;
identification, 254-61; death
and rebirth, 262-5; and Bru-
derhof socialization, 265-6;
before and after baptism, 274;
possible disastrous results,
325

Resurrection, symbolic mean-
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ing of, 30

Revolution, a path to social
change, 19; revolutionaries
and the power-struggle, 21

Rhon Bruderhof, 302; gradual
changes in Bruderhof life, 74;
lean years of, 76; in Arnold’s
absence, 79; spiritual struggle
at, 81; dissolution of, 81

Roman Empire, 18

Rules, flexibility of, 116

Sabras, in Bruderhof, 23; in
Primavera, 107-8, 122; and
membership of community,
267-9, 272-3; childhood,
269-72; public high school,
272; apostates, 283—4

Sanctions, 229; a service, 223;
ridicule 229-30; admonish-
ment, 231; based upon love,
231-2

Sannerz Farm, 302; Arnold
rents, 65, 71; Emmy Arnold
on life at, 71-2, 73; early
years of Bruderhof at, 71-3

Schmalenbach, Herman, on
community, 63-4; on com-
munity and communion, 64—
5, 74-5; 286-7

Schools, Oak Lake school news-
paper, 41-2; Rhon Bruderhof
school closed, 80; at Prima-
vera, 87; in Bruderhof, 124;
effects of public high school
on Bruderhof children, 125

‘Separate people’, to bear wit-
ness, 28; emergence of, 33

Servants of the World, counsel-
ing and guidance, 60, 226; in
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Rhon Bruderhof, 77; and Hut-
terian influence, 79; impor-
tance of office after Arnold’s
death, 83; special food for,
92; in trouble at Woodcrest,
101; promotion to, 109; and
marriage, 118; in Gemcinde-
stunde, 153-4; his task in de-
cision-making, 156-8; Eber-
hard Arnold on, 156-7; scape-
goats, 192, 236-7; consulted,
195; exclusion of, 200; their
place in authority structure,
202-3; qualifications for posi-
tion of, 205-6; power of, 205—-
11; Hutterian, 210; choosing
of, 212; deposing of, 213-15;
duties in Paraguay, 222; pre-
cipitation of crises, 235-6;
children of, 271

Sex, Sex groups in Bruderhof
community, 36; segregation in
dining room, 79; and Bruder-
hof teenagers, 125; impor-
tance of norms, 168; latent
feelings, 170; a source of dis-
unity, 177; punishment for
offenses, 198; sin, 207; Ser-
vant counsels on problems of,
226; interrogation over mis-
conduct, 227-8; childish
transgressions, 272, 279;
Bruderhof attitude to, 278-
9; in post-industrial society,
298; hippie attitude to, 299,
309

Shakers, 84, 111

Simmel, George, on group affili-
ations, 176

Singing, its importance in Bru-
derhof life, 47; in Advent, 50;
Christmas songs, 51; at Lan-
tern Festival, 53; for birth-
days, 54: songs of Youth
Movement, 70; for a new
baby, 122; Creation, 146; to
develop peer-group solidarity,
270

Singles, 121-2

Sinntalhof, land purchased for,
94; population of, 95; closed,
105, 109

Smoking, 77, 92, 115

Snyder, Gary, 299; on family
and intentional community,
295; on hunting and gather-
ing, 304

Social movement, 110-11

Society (gesellschajt), definition
of, 63

Society of Brothers, known as
Hutterians, 79, 83

Sorel, Georges, defines myth, 28

Spinsters, their position in Bru-
derhof, 121

Stein, Maurice, 290

Stephens, William, on the Amer-
ican family, 295-6

Steward, 127; his place in au-
thority structure, 202, 203

Student Christian Movement, 66

Synanon community, 236, 258,
262

Tension, techniques for dealing
with, 233-4; catharsis, 234-7
Torches Together, Christmas
Eve, 51; the Arnolds become



engaged, 66; life at Sannerz
Farm, 71-2
Toymaking, 22, 23

United States, migration of
Bruderhof to, 23; refuse
Bruderhof sanctuary, 84;
Bruderhof contact with, 91,
93; Bruderhof in, 96; effect of
environment on Bruderhof,
103; a post-industrial society,
290

Unity, 169-78; value in Bruder-
hof, 190-91; primacy given
to, 196; and guilt, 199

Uruguay, colony founded in, 94:
J. P. Arnold in, 104

Vegetarians, 128

Vorsteher, his residence at
Woodcrest, 23; David Arnold,
112; origin of office, 202; his
power, 205

‘Warmth of Heart’, 102

Waters, Frank, 288-9

Weddings, 176

Wheathill Bruderhof, founded,
86; population, 88, 95; closed,
105, 109; Servant of the Word
at, 157-8

Whitsuntide, see Pentecost

Wirth, Lewis, on the industrial
city, 291-2

Witness Brothers, importance of
office after Arnold’s death, §3;
and marriage, 118; asked for
help, 195; their place in au-
thority structure, 202, 203;
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and Servants, 207; election of,
212-13; counseling and sur-
veillance, 226; judgement in
company with, 228

Women, speaking at meetings,
92; Eberhard Arnold on
different functions for men
and, 120-21; work pattern
for, 138-9; work depart-
ments, 139-40; ineligible as
Servants, 212; repression of,
218; conservatism of, 219

Woodcrest colony of Bruderhof,
author visits, 22, 147; and the
sister tofs, 23, 104-5; life in,
23-7; map of, 25; engagement
celebrations at, 40-41; au-
thor’s impression of, 42-3;
plaque over dining-room door
at, 51; Lantern Festival at,
53; founded, 94; population,
94, 95 240; guests pass
through, 96; its influence in-
creases, 98; and Primavera,
100-101, 105, 106-7; trouble
at, 101; religious revival at,
101; ‘housecleaning’ at, 102;
Baby House, 123; Community
Playthings, 131; Plough Pub-
lishing Company, 139; Broth-
erhood members at, 152; Ser-
vants at, 203; recruits at, 246

Woodcrest Service Committee,
102

Work, its place in the Bruder-
hof, 33-5, 114-15, 136; hours
of, 46, 48; attitude to, in early
years of Bruderhof, 72; begin-
nings of division of labor at
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Rhon, 74; at Primavera, 87-8;
and marital status, 121; chil-
dren’s, 124, 131, 132, 137;
Community Playthings, 131-
5, 137-8; other work depart-
ments, 138-43; and physical
coercion, 249; in hippie com-
munes, 304

World-view change (see Reso-
cialization)

Youth, 121-2

Zealot revolutionaries, 18

Zen Buddhism, and the Bruder-
hof, 31; and maintenance of
an a-historical existence, 45;
novices, 253

Zen-Macrobiotics, 28





